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DVERTISING is derived from the Latin word 
‘‘advertere” meaning ‘‘to turn the attention 
toward.”” And that-is just the purpose of the Times 
advertising columns—to turn your attention toward 
new and worth while things. The regular reading of 
these columns will prove worth while. 











Handicaps and Grace 
By w. M. Czamanske 


F SNOWDROPS, frail and delicate, 
Can thrust a passageway 
Through barren ledge and bedded rock 
To greet the light of day; 


If fairest lilies grow among 
A cesspool’s mud and mire 

And keep their petals virgin-pure, 
As gold tried in the fire; 


If honeysuckles have been geen 
To climb on icicles, 

And roses in December snows 
Surmount these obstacles; 


Then there is no environment, 
That men can ever face, 

With hahdicaps that are too large 
For God’s sufficient grace. 








Is Beautiful Sin Better ? 


Sin can be very beautiful. Does that make it 
better than repulsive sin? A missionary in the 
ian Congo sends an answer to the question as 
in an illustration used by a native Congo pastor w 
she heard preach one Sunday morning.. “Sin is 
always sordid and low. Often it comes in 
beautiful garb. But does that lessen or help us bear 
the misery of its résults? A carrier is going to. 
Kinkonzi to bring a load for the missionary. As he 
walks along the path there is a flash from the bushes 
and he feels the treacherous sting of a deadly serpent. 
When he turns to look at it, ta he care whether 
it is gorgeous and beautiful? Does it make any differ- 
ence to him whether it is the most beautiful snake 
in existence, or whether it is drab and ugly? Its 
sting is in his body. Its poison is already in his 


TE 


blood. Ugly or heautiful the creature means but one 
thing — death. Even so with sin. It can be in the 
most attractive surroundings or in the most beautiful 
attire; it can be ugly and repulsive. But the wages 
The missionary who 


is always the same — death.” 


sends this encloses a subscription to The Suihday 
School Times for a friend in New York City, and 
adds: “I am not a subscriber myself, but during 
the last year and a half I have had the privilege of 
sharing another missionary’s paper, and its ministry 
has been very refreshing to my own heart. If I should 
be deprived of it through our being separated and 
sent to different stations, I should most certainly sub- 
scribe for it as I would not like to be without it.” 
Some of the Times Family in the homeland are send- 
ing the paper regularly to missionaries and others 
both in foreign fields and at home who would not 
otherwise be Able to take it. If you would like to 
have a share in this, any amount you may wish to 
send will be used for this purpose, if addressed to 
Missionary Fund, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


= 
Assured Transportation 


Open doors may sometimes encourage us in a 
wrong course. Dr. Arthur I. Brown, the Vancouver 
surgeon whose Christian testimony is now bringing 
such a. blessing to many, was recently speaking in 
Philadelphia on the book of Jonah. Showing from 
incontrovertible facts that natural science abundantly 
corroborates the Biblical record of the great fish 
swallowing Jonah, Dr. Brown’s comment on_ the 
prophet’s rebellious attitude toward God was illuminat- 
ing. He described vividly Jonah’s mental state as he 
“rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of 
the Lord, and went down to Joppa.” He told, with 
legitimate imagination, of Jonah’s soliloquy as he 
hurried to the-seaport, hoping that the boat might not 
leave before he reached there, but half afraid. that 
it might. The boat was there, of course; it had not 
gone; Jonah was not too late. For, said Dr. Brown, 
“Satan always looks after the transportation when 
we're going away from God.” How many of us 
modern Jonahs have found that to be true! Satan 
does all that he can to assure easy and comfortable 
going for us, when we are going wrong. But he 
reckons without God. And Jonah found, even after 


The Cio and 


T IS impossible, ultimately, to separate our ideas 
] concerning the person of Christ from those we hold 

with regard to his’ work; our conception of the 
one must always profoundly influence that of the 
other. All through the ages of Church history the 
figure of the Christ has been the point round which 
the conflict has raged between faith and unbelief — un- 
belief always challenging the Christian presentation 
of its Lord and Master, and the Church concerned to 
justify and explain the belief-it has held. If our con- 
ception of the work which the Lord Jesus came to do 
is the high and exalted one presented to us in the 
pages of the New Testament, our comprehension of 
his person will of trecessity be upon a similar plane. 
If we regard him as working humanity’s redemption 
through his atoning death, we shall not halt, nor can 
we logically do so, until we have arrived at the point 
Peter reached when there burst from his lips the 
great: confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God” (Matt. 16:16). . And it was to this 
height of faith that Jesus began to show that which 
inevitably lay before him —the visit to Jerusalem, the 
a by the nation he» had come to save, and the 

eath. 

It is a commonplace of present-day criticism to 
represent this. element of the Lord’s teaching as one 
that came to him, as unquestionably it did to the dis- 
ciples, with a great shock of surprise. It is assumed 
by some that he must have begun his work with bright 
and lofty expectations of the success that awaited 
him, and that it was only gradually, during the closing 
months of his ministry, that the great disillusionment 
finally came home to his soul. To say this is, of 
course, to say that Jesus was not the Son of God in 
any such transcendent fashion as the New Testament 
sets before us. But it is too often overlooked that this 
is virtually to set aside the New Testament records, 





he had caught his boat and made a comfortable de- 
parture, that “the way of transgressors is hard” (Prov. 


I$s:25). 
-— 


Faith’s Independence 


Faith is independent of evidence. It never de- 
pends on evidence. If faith makes the mistake of at- 
tempting to depend upon evidence, it ceases to be faith. 
The first temptation brought by Satan to the Son of 
God in the wilderness, after the baptism and the 
voice from Heaven that had said, “This is my be- 
loved Son,” was a temptation to abandon faith by 
demanding evidence. The tempter said, “If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread.” When the stones were turned into bread that 
would be evidence indeed. The Lord rejected the 
temptation as he replied, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” God had just said to Christ, “This 
is my beloved Son.” God’s word was enough. The 
Son trusted the Father, and rested assured on the 
word of God. No evidence was needed to prove that 
God’s word was true. Nor do we ever need. evidence 
today to prove God’s Word. When “God hath 
spoken,” that is enough. We are not told that “faith 
cometh by evidence,” but that “faith. cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10: 17). 
We may reverently paraphrase that Scripture, and 
say: “Unbelief cometh by hearing, and, hearing ,by 
the word of Satan.” Where Christ defeated Satan, 
Eve was defeated by Satan. He offered-her food, even 
as he offered it to Christ. She “heard,” listened to 
him, and actually believed his word that gave the 
lie. to God....Furthermore, she substituted evidence 
for faith; for “when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof” (Gen. 3:6). She put the 
evidence of her eyes against the word of God. She 
put the word of Satan against the word of God. She 
flung life from her, and wert after death. And she 
got what she went-after. Let us believe God, and live. 


the Cross-Bearer 


and to substitute for them an idealistic reconstruction 
of the history enshrined within the New Testament. 
And it is well for us Christians to remember that, 
when all is said and done, we have a New Testament, 
and that, whatever the treatment meted out to it, it 
is still there, as a permanent fact that challenges 
-explanation, and a manifold documentary witness to 
historic facts to which, primarily, the reference can 
only be found within itself. And when we come to 
the New Testament to interrogate it as to the picture 
of Jesus Christ it presents, we find it is a very differ- 
ent picture from that which some thinkers would have 
us substitute. 

To take the first Gospel by itself for the moment, — 
the Evangelist Matthew gives us several hints prior 
to the full revelation of the coming cross. For in- 
stance, Matthew 9: 15 is a record of what, at any rate, 
reads like a clear warning of the future separation 
between the Master and the disciples. “The days 
will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from 
them, and then shall they fast.” Again, the tenth chapter 
is full of more or less explicit. references to that 
which was to come, culminating in the solemn and 
striking words, “He that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me”; and further, 
in 12:14, we are informed of the holding of a council 
by the Pharisees in order to plot Christ's destruction. 

But above and beyond all these, the most striking 
intimation of what was really the conception the Lord 
Jesus had in his own mind as to his work and office 
is to be found in the account of his baptism (Matt. 
3:16). The most probable explanation of this ac- 
count is that it was given to the disciples by the Lord 
Jesus himself, and therefore the evangelist’s account 
of the occurrence may not unreasonably be interpreted 
as the Lord’s own explanation of the events of that 
time. Clearly, the experience through which Jesus 





















































678 * 


passed, as man, at his baptism was a very profound 
and far-reaching one. It is ignoring the real signifi- 
cance of this experience to say merely, as is so often 
done, that at this time the Lord came to a realization 
of his own peculiar relationship to the Father. What 
he himself showed was that his experience came to 
him mediated, as all true human experience does, 
by something that was already in his own mind, and 
the medium through which the revelation came to his 
soul was that Old Testament with which every Jew 
was familiar. 

The words, then, to which the Lord himself called 
attention as explaining for himself and for his dis- 
ciples all that his baptism meant are the words spoken 
by the Father, from Heaven: “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased,’ — familiar words, 
the connection of which we do not always trace. The 
first part of this sentence is found also in Psalm 2: 7, 
the first Messianic Psalm in the Psalter, and one con- 
taining a vivid picture of the kingdom of God estab- 
lished in spite of all opposition. The second part of 
the sentence is from the opening verse of Isaiah 42, 
the great prophecy of the Servant of Jehovah rejected 
and suffering, culminating in the fifty-third chapter 
with a picture so detailed that it must refer to an 
individual experience. The striking thing about the 
account given by the Lord Jesus of his own baptism 
is the conjunction of those two separate ideas, — 
ideas, be it remembered, which the Jews felt to be so 
irreconcilable that they even invented the theory of 
a second Messiah in order to do away with the diffi- 
culty of supposing that such contradictory prophecies 
referred to one and the same individual. The baptism 
of the Lord Jesus meant this, at least for him, that 
the path by which he was to gain his kingdom was 
the path of the cross; and thus even the morning of his 
ministry was clouded by the shadows which were to 
darken over its tragic close. 

All this needs to be said in order to emphasize the 
position the cross held in the mind of the Lord Jesus 
throughout the whole duration of his earthly ministry. 
We should notice, now, that he begins a course of 
preparation for his own disciples which is designed 
to show them clearly the pathway that lies before 
him, and to prevent their being taken at a disadvantage 
when the time comes. The Master turns from the 
crowds to the few, from Israel to the disciples, from 
the proclamation of the kingdom to the preparation 
of its subjects for that which is to come. In four 
distinct stages Matthew records the progressive reve- 
lation of the coming cross which the Master gave. 
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The first one, 16:21, reveals his impending rejection 
by the national leaders. In chapter 17:22 a further 
stage is reached in the announcement of the fact that 
the death is to be brought about by treachery within 
the circle of the Lord’s own followers. In chapter 
20:18 the complicity of the Roman government is 
unfolded. In chapter 20:28 the reason for the oft- 
foretold death is for the first time hinted at — “The 
Son of man came... to give his life a ransom for 
many.” In its totality, the revelation first shows a 
national rejection, then hints at personal failure, and 
passes on to governmental responsibility; giving thus 
three distinct elements in the tragedy that was to come. 

The cross, then, was no surprise and no disillusion- 
ment to the Lord Jesus. He knew what was in man 
and needed not that any man should tell him (John 
2:25), and he recognized from the very outset of 
his ministry the end that would inevitably close it, 
not only because the attendant circumstances of his 
ministry rendered such a close inevitable, but also be- 
cause this close alone could deal with the state of 
things that Jesus Christ had come into the world to 
remedy. 

There have been great men and great thinkers who 
have sought to establish a Utopia and to discover the 
conditions necessary for an ideal state. Jesus Christ 
came not merely to disclose the cofiditions, but to fulfill 
them; not to tell dreams of a Utopia, but to found a 
kingdom; and he showed, as’no thinker had ever done 
before or has ever done since, that the great hinder- 
ing thing that had to be remedied, before the ideal 


could become actual, was human sin and guilt. More- — 


over, he not only had the clear vision that enabled 
him thus to diagnose the disease, but he also had the 
power to apply the remedy. In his diagnosis he was 
not only supreme, but unique, among many spiritual 
physicians. In his treatment of the disease he was 
also unique and alone, and the significance of that 
treatment lies in the word in that last quotation from 
Matthew 20:28—ransom. The lives of men are 
under forfeit, and Christ alone possessed the power 
to redeem them from that forfeit by the offering in 
their stead of his human life in its sinless perfection. 
It was this, and nothing else, that he had come to 
do; it was this death that represented the crowning 
of his life’s work; it was Calvary that had been the 
great goal before him all the way along. Not as an 
afterthought, still less as a disappointment, but as a 
consuming master passion was the anticipation of the 
work of love our Lord had come to do, straitening his 
soul until he should have accomplished it. 





Letters from Mrs. Torrey 
and Her Daughter 
Dear Mr. TRUMBULL: 


Your letter of October 29th is deeply appreciated. 
It has been a great comfort to us to know of the many 
prayers which have been ascending to God in our be- 


half during these days. The remarkable way in which 
we have been sustained is in a large measure due to 
the petitions of our friends, we are sure. 

Two years ago Dr. Torrey had an attack of flu, 
but would not give up to it, and in January, 1927, he 
held meetings for one month in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
During that month he had trouble with his voice. In 
March in Atlanta, Ga., a throat specialist told him 
that the flu had localized in his throat. As his gen- 
eral health had seemed good he continued to keep 
all engagements until last January, and that month 
his voice gave out almost entirely; since then he had 
done no public speaking. 

Naturally optimistic, he never gave up the expecta- 
tion that he was going to recover. One day recently, 
after he had had a trying time about swallowing his 
breakfast, I said, “It seems to me that I would be 
discouraged.” As his enunciation was so indistinct, 
and his voice so weak, he had for some weeks been 
writing on a tablet to me. That morning he wrote: 
“Discouraged nothing. .I am improving, and above 
all I am trusting in God and living in Philippians 4: 
6, 7, and I want God’s will above all else. Perhaps 
one purpose God has in it is to prove that Philippians 
4:6, 7 is as good in sickness as in such robust health 
as I have always had, and Romans 8:28 is as true 
as ever.” 

That note was written October 15th, and I have 
been so thankful that I kept it. On Wednesday, Oc- 
tober 24th, he came downstairs in the morning look- 
ing unusually bright, and I remarked, “Archie, you 
look splendid.” He said he felt well and had had a 
good night. That forenoon he sat out of doors in 
the sunshine as usual, and did his regular Bible read- 
ing. About 3.36 P. M. he sat down in the arm chair 
for his afternoon nap; and in a few minutes was 
taken with a chill and almost immediately with a 
fever. He asked me to call our doctor, who attended 


him in the spring. She found his temperature 103, 
thought he had an attack of grippe, and told him to 
stay in bed for a day or two. She called five times 
during the two days. Thursday forenoon he sat in 
bed and read his Greek and German Testaments, and 
his Revised Version of the Bible. In the afternoon 
he asked me to read in the Authorized Version, and 
then handed me the morning paper with the Presi- 
dent’s Thanksgiving Proclamation marked, asking me 
to read that. It was then about four P. M. and he 
said, “Now let us have prayers.” I read and prayed. 
After that he seemed restless until nearly midnight, 
and then went to sleep propped up with pillows. 
Twice during the night I looked at him; both times 
he had changed his position and seemed to be sleeping 
quietly. Early in the morning I found that he had 
passed away in his sleep and without a struggle. 

God’s finger touched him, 

And he slept. 


Months ago in reply to a question I asked him he 
had expressed a desire to be buried at Montrose, Pa. 
Our son Reuben took him there on Monday, October 
29, and he is buried on Conference Hill. In Septem- 
ber, on our last Sunday afternoon in Montrose be- 
fore leaving for Asheville, Dr. Torrey said he would 
like to have Reuben drive us all up on Conference 
‘Hill. We drove up there about five P. M., and around 
at some distarice back of the auditorium. The sun 
was just setting and it was beautiful. My husband 
asked each of us to pray, and he offered a short prayer 
first. It was a solemn time, and I wondered if-he felt 
it might be his last opportunity to go to the Con- 
ference grounds, but thought it better not to ask him. 

I do not know what he may have had in his mind 
these last months or weeks, but in no way had he 
intimated that he thought he might not get well in 
time. There is nothing in his diary to suggest it, and 
always he would say to me, or write, “I am improving, 
I feel better than I did at Montrose.” 

My husband was bravery, patience, and sweetness 
personified all these ten months, though F could see 
that he was very gradually losing the fight. I had 
constantly asked for his perfect recovery until Thurs- 
day morning, October 25; then I said, “Thy wilt be 
done,” and asked that he might. go quickly and pain- 
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lessly if it were God’s will to take him. God answered 
my prayer and that of my three children, and we 
have repeatedly praised Him for the answer. 
Thanking you for your sympathy, and greatly ap- 
preciating your friendship and love for my husband, 
Very sincerely yours, 


Ciara B, Torrey. 
Dr. Torrey’s daughter, Miss Edith C. Torrey, A.B., 
is a member of the faculty of Wheaton College, be- 
ing Instructor in Bible; she has written a letter to 
the Wheaton College Record, as follows: 


DEAR FRIENDS AT WHEATON: 


You cannot know the comfort and strength which 
have come during these days from the certainty that 
you are upholding us all in prayer. God has most 
remarkably answered your petitions, and we have been 
sustained even beyond that which you asked or hoped. 

As I traveled South on Saturday, more than once 
I was reminded, “As for God, His way is perfect”; 
and as soon as I reached Asheville this conviction was 
deepened. Almost the-moment he met me, my brother- 
in-law said: “Edith, if you had sat down at a table 
with paper and pencil and had planned out just how 
you wished it to be, it could not have been more per- 
fect. Everything was finished, everything was ready, 
and then ‘God took him’ just as he did Enoch.” 

Although my father’s condition had been serious 
since January, we did not dream that the end would 
come so soon. Early in September the doctors said 
that although father would never preach again, he 
might live for years because’ he had such a strong 
heart. When I discussed with my mother the advis- 
ability of my spending the winter at home, she felt 
that this was not at all the course to follow. She 
knew that father would realize that I had given up 
my work because of my concern for him, and she felt 
that this knowledge would depress him and militate 
against his recovery. There have been times during 
the past weeks when I have felt that I must come 
home to be with my parents, but- I have known that 
to do so was not best for them. ... 

How well I remember a letter which I received 
from him several years ago,. when I was worrying 
over certain matters. He said: “I have prayed for 
years that you might live in Philippians 4, verses 6 
and 7.” I went to my knees with that letter, acknowl- 
edged as a sin the worry for which I had formerly 
excused myself on the basis of my nervousness, and 
claimed from God victory. The deliverance which he 
has given during the months since has been blessed. 

One of the last entries in my father’s diary is this: 
“I am having much time for prayer these days.” 

In December, 1925, my father had an attack of 
difficulty with his enunciation; which made me fear 
that the end might not be far distant. One day I had 
said to him and to mother that I hoped we might all 
three go together to be with the Lord. Father replied: 
“I want to go when the Lord wants me to.” 

The terrible fear had been that my father might lin- 
ger for many months in a helpless condition; that per- 
haps he might get to the place where he could not 
make his wants known. But this fear was very defi- 
nitely committed to the Lord some time ago. I trusted 
my father to his perfect love and wisdom. . . . 

We have been filled with unutterable gratitude that 
he went without pain. We desire more and more that 
our hearts and minds may be occupied with the thought 
of his present release from ‘weakness and suffering 
and with the joy which he is experiencing in the 
presence of the Lord with whom he walked so closely 
while on earth. Years ago, when in one of his books 
I read his words about Enoch’s walking with God and 
the fact that one day he walked so far that God took 
him home to be with him, I thought, “That is the 
way it is going to be with father some day”; for if 
ever a man walked with God he surely did.. 

The expressions of love and sympathy in the form 
of letters, telegrams, and beautiful flowers from you 
and other friends have brought us deep comfort. 

Giving thanks that all things do indeed work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, I am 


Faithfully your friend, 
Epita C. Torrey. 


At the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, a memorial 
service was held at the time of Dr. Torrey’s burial 
at Montrose, Pa., October 31. Classes were suspended 
and the business offices were closed, while officials, 
students, and employees gathered for prayer. Presi- 
dent James M. Gray made a brief address, in which 
he said: 

“Dr. Torrey was a great soul-winner, and the im- 
press he made on our student body in that respect 
still abides. He was a great spiritual warrior also, 
possessing the courage of his convictions, and not 
knowing the meaning of the word ‘compromise.’ He 
was often misunderstood by his critics, and one had 
to see him in his home and with his family to appre- 
ciate the real sweetness of his Christian life. 
church militant has lost a great leader, and thousands 
of men and women all over the. world who were led 
to the Saviour by the ministry of his voice and 
will mourn for- him as the dearest of friends.” 
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Personal reminiscences from two Christian leaders who for many years were 
associated with the beloved and gifted teacher, preacher, and soul-winner 


Our Memories of Dr. Torrey 
By T. C. 


Horton and Robert Harkness 














In Bible Institute and Church 
By T..C. Horton 


and Superintendent. Emeritus of the Bible 
fk a a Ang les, and Founder and President of 
the International Fishermen's Club. 


HOUSANDS of hearts. will pulse with sorrow 
sas they read of .the departure of Dr. R. A. 
Torrey to be with his Lord, and well they may, 
for as God’s faithful servant he was used to bring 
conviction of sin and conféssion of Christ to thou- 
sands of men and women, young and old, in this and 
other lands; and many of«those thus won. were. in- 
fluenced by him to surrender :their lives to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for service. —” : Sg 
One of the most blessed:.things for the Christian 
to contemplate is the. joy and privilege of being His 





representative in a ruined world. «What is so-called . 


“wealth” compared to the possibilities of investment 
in human lives? And this man, now: with the Lord, 
will be a marvelous multi-milftionaire in the true riches 
when around him flock the friendly faces of those 
whom the Lord used him to gather to Himself from the 
world field. Surely. Dr. Torrey found the “Wondrous 
Joy of Soul-Winhing” 4 as he himself so aptly puts 
it in the little volume with that title. In this he 
showed himself to be a wise man, for the Word of 
God assures us that “he that winneth: souls is wise” 
(Prov. 11:30) and that “they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many. to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever” (Dan. 12:3). ; gs 5 PN 

My. memory of Dr. Torrey goes back over forty 
years when he, as Superintendent of-the City Mis- 
sions in ———_ and I, as pastor of a church.in 
St. Paul, had fellowship together in the things of 
God. Some years later, as I was tarrying a few days 
at the Moody Bible Institute, of ~which Dr. Torrey 


was then the superintendent, he invited. me.to teach. 


one of his classes and at the close said, “You are the 
man for Northfield.” A memorable all-night prayer- 
meeting which I felt led to call (Dr. Torrey giving 
his hearty approval) helped me to decide that the 
‘Lord was not leading me to Northfield, but our fel- 
lowship in prayer over the matter enabled me to see 
something of the spiritual side of this man of God. 

My next close touch with him was when, inthe 
early days of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, I 
secured him for a city-wide evangelistic campaign 
in Los Angeles. This campaign was eminently suc- 
cessful, the meetings being held in a large tabernacle 
erected for that purpose. 

It was natural and logical then, when it became 
necessary for the Bible Institute of Los Angeles to 
secure an outstanding Bible teacher to direct its 
teaching activities, that my thoughts should turn to 
Dr. Torrey and, after a brief correspondence, a con- 
ference was arranged in beautiful Estes Park in the 
Colorado mountains where he was taking a much 
needed rest. The result of that conference is re- 
‘corded in The King’s Business for September, 1911, 
which lies before me as I write and from which I 
quote: 


Dean at Los Angeles 


“When we felt the need and commenced to pray for 
a Dean, we asked of the Lord the best man available 
for such an important position, but we had not thought 
that ‘He would give us the biggest as well as the best. 
Our eyes were not upon men but upon God, but 
when God makes a man great we ought to rejoice. 

“Dr. Torrey is peculiarly fitted for the important 
position to which God has called him. A thorough 
Christian who lives what he teaches, a ripe scholar, 
a Bible man in the truest sense. He believes the 
whole Book is inspired of God, and he knows the 
whole Book as few living men know it, and he knows 
how to teach it with unction and power. ... Dr. 
Torrey is a mam of prayer, and if he had failed in this 
- quatification, all of the others would have lacked the 
‘luster which this quality sheds upon them. 

“We welcome Dr. Torrey with all our hearts to the 
fellowship of the Institute and assure him that he has 
never been permitted to enjoy a sweeter, holier fel- 
lowship than that which awaits him in the Bible. In- 
stitute of Los Angeles. In faith, we predict that if 
‘our Lord should tarry yet a little season, our work 
of faith and labor of love shall, by His grace, pro- 
duce an institution for Christian workers, and a radi- 
ating center for all forms of Christian activity, 
second to none.” 





. _1Published before 1915 by the One by One Working 
Band, 6 Gloucester Terrace, King’s Road, Portsmouth, Ene. 











_services and Bible conferences in 


half century of richly blessed service for 
was brought to a close when Dr. R. A. Tor- 
at the age of seventy-three, was called to be 
the Lord on October 25, from his home A 
Be lows, bei 

Bible teaching and preaching, 
made him known and loved the world over. 
Torrey was ordained a Congregational 


intendent of city missions in Minneapolis, later 
becoming associated with D.L. Moody’s work, and 
was Superintendent of the Moody Bible Institute 
from 1889 to 1908. He was Dean of the Bible,In- 
stitute of Los Angeles 1912-1924, and Pastor of 
the Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, 1915- 
1924. Since that time he had been preaching and 
teaching independently. 

Mr. Horton was associated with Dr. Torrey at 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, and Mr. Hark- 
ness was Dr. Torrey’s pianist in many evangelistic 
campaigns. 











_ Looking back upon the twelve years of his splen- 
did service for the Bible Institute of Los Angeles I 
can say “Amen” to every. word just quoted. The 
prophecy of the last paragraph was most abundantly 
fulfilled, and when, in 1924, he felt led of the Lord to 
devote his whole time again to evangelistic work, 
The King’s Business bore this testimony: 

“Twelve years ago Dr. R. A. Torrey accepted a 
call to the position of Dean of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, having completed his world evangel- 
istic campaign and at that time conducting evangelistic 
in this country. ... 
The Institute considered itself fortunate in receiving 
a favorable response from Dr. Torrey, whose long 
and successful service as Superintendent of Moody 
Bible Institute had eminently qualified him for this 
responsible position. 


Pastor of the Church of the Open Door 


“The Institute has had a normal and wholesome 
growth and its graduates are now scattered over the 
world field. . . . Calls for the ministry of Dr. Torrey 
have been continuous. He has been able to respond to 
a few, but compelled to say ‘No’ to most of them. He 
has felt the strain of endeavoring to meet two im- 
perative obligations,— first, to the Institute; and, 
second, to the increasing world need. 

“While conducting a month’s evangelistic service this 
spring in Winnipeg, where the Spirit of God was 
manifested in unusual power, hundreds of conver- 
sions resulting, Dr. Torrey laid the matter before 
the Lord for decision, as a result of which he felt 
that the Lord would have him answer the call for 
larger service. When he tendered his resignation as 
Dean of the Institute and pastor of the Church of 
the Open Door, therefore, his definite decision as to 
the Spirit’s leading left no other course open but to 
accept and, with gratitude to God for his long and 
helpful service, he was bidden Godspeed, with the as-. 
surance of continual prayer in his behalf.” 

Truly, the Bible Institute of Los Angeles owes 
much to Dr. Torrey. His prominence as a Bible 
teacher and preacher, and his reputation as a loyal 
defender of all the fundamental doctrines of the Word 
of God, made many friends for him and for the In- 
stitute in this and other lands,—and some enemies, 
as well, as is true of every man who is successful in 
Christian work and true to his convictions, and Dr. 
Torrey was both. 

When I was his Associate Pastor in the Church of 
the Open Door — which we organized in 1915, hold- 


ing services in the Institute auditorium seating over 


four thousand people— we worked together and built 
up a church unique and different from any other in 
the country, the variety of work being carried on by 
it being distinctly original and blessed of God. Neces- 
sarily and logically, the responsibility for looking after 
the details of the church work fell upon my shoulders, 
Dr. Torrey conducting the Sunday services morning 
and evening and presiding over the Wednesday eve- 
ning prayer-meetings. These prayer-meetings were 
remarkable for their large attendance in spite of (or, 
rather, because of), the fact that they were really 
meetings for prayer, praise, and testimony, — never 
any long sermons or lectures. 

_It is at this point that I would reiterate and empha- 
size the statement already quoted from The King’s 
Business editorial of September, 1911, that Dr. Torrey 
was a “man of prayer.” He believed in prayer. He 
believed that God answered prayer. He gave many 
testimonies to remarkable answers to prayer in his 


own experience. His public prayers were simple, 
definite, explicit, never so long as to be tiresome, and 
easily followed by the congregation. In fact, they 
consisted in just “talking to God;” —the ideal prayer. 

As a Bible teacher, Dr. Torrey was an expert, — 
definite, decisive, thorough, consistent, making every 
point pointed, practical, and understandable; always 
ready to answer a question and illumine the subject 
under discussion. He had a most remarkable memory 
and vast treasures of Scriptural knowledge stored 
away in his brain, which needed just the right touch 
to be brought forth at just the right moment. No 
Modernist ever wanted to debate with him. They 
were afraid of him, for out would come a passage of 
Scripture, then another and another, until the be- 
wildered would-be “scholar” would be compelled to 
acknowledge himself defeated. 

As ‘a preacher, he was Biblical always, his sermons 
being in the form of Bible expositions. His audi- 
ences were never disappointed in their expectation of 
hearing a soul-searching sermon. He never sought to 
amuse his hearers, but to build them up in their spir- 
-itual life, accentuate their faith in and love for the 
Word of God, and their personal obligation and re- 
sponsibility for service. . ‘ 

Dr. Torrey was not an “ecclesiastical politician” in 
any sense of the term. He never sought the limelight, 
but his God-given ability to preach and teach, lecture 
and write made for him a large place in the hearts of 
students and Bible-loving people everywhere. 

He was a true servant of God. He had a vision for 
service. He had strong convictions and was sturdy 
in their defense. He was just in his decisions. He 
was reliable. He could always be depended upon and 
was always prompt in attendance at any gathering for 
which he was responsible. He has left a living testi- 
mony through his searching messages and the printed 
pages of his books, which have had such a tremendous 
circulation throughout the world. 

One of Dr. Torrey’s most admirable characteristics, 
and one well worth emulating by other Christian leaders 
in these days, was his simple and unostentatious man- 
ner of living. He had no automobile, using the street 
cars as a means of conveyance. The Lord gave him 
an ideal helpmeet in Mrs. Torrey,—a real home- 
loving, home-making woman, modest, quiet, and greatly 
beloved by all. Their home was comfortable but not 
extravagant, a place of prayer and praise, in which 
those privileged to be guests were ever conscious of 
the presence of the Lord. 

It was the custom of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles when Dr. Torrey would return to the school 
after the summer vacation for the students and: em- 
ployees to gather.in front of the building, some five 
or six hundred strong, and greet him with “The Glory 
Song,” made famous in the Torrey-Alexander world- 
wide evangelistic campaign, a song that Dr. Torrey 
loved, expressing as it did, I am sure, his real heart- 
love and longing for his Lord: 


When by His grace I shall look on His face, 
That will be glory, be glory for me! 


‘He is with that Lord today and, as he looks into 
His face, we are sure that it ts glory for him. 
LONG Beacu, CAL. 
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As Personal Worker and Evangelist 
By Robert Harkness 


Comp and pianist, and Director of the Home Study 
Correspondence Course in Sacred Accompaniment. 


Te old skating rink was crowded. It was the 
first night of a week’s evangelistic campaign. The 
preliminary song service had prepared the hearts of 
the people for the message. The sermon had been 
delivered, and a definite invitation was given to those 
who would make public decision for Christ. The 
writer was at the piano, although he was not in spir- 
itual sympathy with the campaign or its leader. A 
few verses of an invitation song had been sung, and 
after the song leader made a special appeal to choir 
members to get right with God, the evangelist walked 
over to the piano and addressing the pianist asked, 
“Are you a Christian?” The suddenness of the ques- 
tion came as a surprise, and the challenge suggested 
by the tone of the voice produced a touch of resent- 
ment. These factors together with the piercing 
glance of two pale blue eyes that seemed to search 
the musician’s soul, prompted a sudden unsympathetic 
reply. It was the writer’s first contact with Reuben 
Archer Torrey. 





That brief, unexpected interview 


set in motion a line a thinking that was destined, be- 
fore very long, to produce results. 


An impression 








ary 
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was created, which was to become indelible. The 
spiritual development was finalized later in the same 
week, by the winsome appeal of the song leader, 
Charles M. Alexander. ; 

Dr. Torrey was essentially a soul winner. While 
he theorized on soul winning and produced books 
that have led thousands of earnest believers into the 
work of definite soul winning, he never failed to 
practice what he preached. An example of this comes 
to my mind very clearly as I write. In a certain Aus- 
tralian town, the crowds, as usual, thronged the 
building. In one of his sermons, Dr, Torrey made 
this arresting statement in speaking of the rejection 
of Christ, “You are guilty of high treason against 
God,” he declared in stentorian tones. It was a stern 
rebuke, which made an appeal to a railroad engineer, 
The next morning he sought out the evangelist for 
an interview. The railroad man was tall and heavily 
built. Dr. Torrey ushered him into his si.ting room. 

“I resent your statement in your sermon last night, 
that I am guilty of high treason,” said the caller, as 
the evangelist calmly eyed him. q 

“Have you accepted Christ as your Saviour?” asked 
the preacher, as his visitor sat uneasily opposite. 

“No,” came the reply. : 

“Well, then, you are guilty of high treason against 
God,” came the stern charge, much to the visitor’s 
astonishment. Dr. Torrey then proceeded to explain 
the way of life. The railroad man was soon on his 
knees and step by step the evangelist led him out into 
the clear light of decision. 

Eighteen years later the writer was in a near-by 
town giving a program of sacred music. At the close 
of the program, the railroad man greeted the musician, 

“Do you know me?” he said, with a light in his 
eyes and a smile on his face. 

“Yes,” came the reply, “you are the man who was 
guilty of high treason.” It was soon discovered that 
for eighteen years this man had continued to rejoice 
in the knowledge of forgiven sins. 

Many are the instances that one could relate of the 
consistent, effective personal work of this great man 
of God. We could write of his tenderness in dealing 
with men under the influence of liquor, in great mid- 
night meetings in England, where thousands of men 
and women were congregated after the saloons had 
closed. We could tell of his method in dealing with 
the Parsi in Bombay, India, and of his statement of 
the Word of God in meeting the arguments of such 
an inquirer. Much could be written of his visits to 
gold mines where, three thousand feet below the 
earth’s surface, he sought and found opportunity -to 
proclaim Christ to the miners. Record could be made 
of his consistent activity on the ocean liners as he spoke 
to the captains and officers of their need of Christ. 
One illustration of this will suffice. 

During the great Australian tour, arrangements 
were made for campaigns in the island of Tasmania. 
This involved a short sea trip across a choppy channel. 
Well do we remember that rough night at sea. While 
the members of his evangelistic parcy were “under 
the weather,” Dr. Torrey was pacing the deck with 
the captain. 

“I believe in the good old golden rule,” said the 
captain, as the evangelist in his direct way inquired 
about his soul’s welfare. 

Every argument raised by the captain was an- 
swered by a quotation from the Word of God, and it 
was not long. before the captain realized his hopeless 
plight. He could not even measure his wits against 
the preacher, much less could he match his feeble 
arguments against the all-powerful Word of God. 
Dr. Torrey will live throughout the years as a soul 
winner. 

The strength of his evangelistic work was in his 
absolute faith in the Word of God coupled with his 
absolute dependence upon the promises of God. It 
was as an evangelist that his life of prayer was so 
much in evidence. Dr. Torrey did not merely pray. 
He agonized in prayer. When. he prayed he was not 
content to kneel. He could always be found literally 
on his face before God, and the simplicity of his 
prayer was such that it breathed an element of faith 
that was astounding. Prayer with him was a constant 
attitude. He lived prayer. As an evangelist he in- 
curred difficulties that every evangelist faces sooner 
or later. The Lord saw to it that this man of God 
was tested, but the greater the test the more serene 
was his faith, and the greater was his victory. 

As an illustration of this we recall an experience in 
the city of Dunedin, New: Zealand. It was a campaign 
of only ten days. Much prayer had preceded the 
effort, but it was necessary that every service should 
count for the most if the campaign was to be a suc- 
cess. Not only were the local people much in prayer, 
but a great army of believers in Australia had joined 
the prayer forces of the movement. Besides all these, 
there was the never-failing prayer element of the old 
Chicago Avenue Church. This element alone was 
enough to insure a rich blessing. 

The Dunedin campaign started, as did all other 
campaigns in Australasia, with overcrowded audi- 
toriums. But a crowd does not necessarily mean a 
blessing. Dr. Torrey knew this full well. For .the 
first few nights when he gave his customary invita- 
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tion for decision, there was no response. The workers 
could not understand it. Some of them were distressed, 
but Dr. Torrey remained calm and serene. Friday 
night came and the campaign was half over with 
little or no apparent results in the public decision 
of people for Christ. His invitation had been given 
and nobody had responded. Suddenly it seemed as if 
an inspiration had come upon him. Without any pre- 
vious warning he announcéd, “Everybody who can 
pray will meet in the Y. M. C. A. hall at eleven 
o'clock tonight and spend a half night in prayer un- 
der the direction of Mr. Harkness.” The writer 
received somewhat of a shock at that announcement. 
He knew nothing of a half night of-prayer, but at 
eleven o'clock he found fully five hundred people 
gathered in the Y. M. C. A. hall. It was suggested 
that we give ourselves immediately to prayer. Just 
as we were kneeling, a man rose and asked permission 
to say something. 

Permission was granted and he said, “I believe the 
hindrance to the working of the Spirit of God in this 
campaign is right here in this room. Some one has 
not made a full surrender to Christ.” 

He sat down. People wondered what would hap- 
pen. The writer arose and asked for the prayers of 
the people. He announced that there and then he 
would make a full surrender. Very soon scores of 
people rose in various parts of the auditorium and 
acknowledged their sin, sought forgiveness, and made 
full surrender. The next service revealed the pres- 
ence and power of God in a wonderful way. A few 
hundred peopte responded to the invitation. Among 
them was a young man who had resisted every appeal. 
Finally, under deep conviction, he publicly acknowl- 
edged Christ. He is today one of the greatest soul 
winners in the Southern Hemisphere. 

The same characteristics explain Dr. Torrey’s evan- 
gelistic work in ail parts of the world. In his great- 
est European campaign, in the Royal Albert Hall of 
London, he made an impression on that great city 
that will remain for all time. It made no difference 
to him who was in the audience or where he was 
speaking, he always preached the simple, unadulterated 
truth of the Word of God. 

As a friend he was always loyal and true. He was 
sympathetic in times of trouble and stern when dis- 
cipline was necessary. Although in later years he 
was grieved by the action and attitude of some of his 
old-time friends, his attitude to them never changed. 
Dr. Torrey was integrity personified. He did not 








Books by Dr. Torrey 


Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 
= a Spirit: Who He Is and What He Does 
1.50 
Soul-Winning Sermons ($4) 
How to Work for Christ ($3) 
What the Bible Teaches ($3) 
The Power of Prayer and the Prayer of Power ($1.75) 
How to “Be Saved ($1.50) 
The Gospel for To-day ($1.50) 
The Voice of God in the Present Hour ($1.50) 
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit ($1.50) 
Real Salvation and Whole-Hearted Service ($1.50) 
Revival Addresses ($1.50) 
Personal Work ($1.25) 
~~ — and Conduct a Successful Revival 
($1.25 
Anecdotes and Tllustrations ($1) 
Difficulties and Alleged Errors and Contradictions in 
the Bible (75 cents) 
omy and Perplexing Questions Answered (75 
cents 
How to Succced in the Christian Life (75 cents) 
The Bible and Its Christ (75 cents) 
How to Pray (75 cents) 
How to Bring Men to Christ (75 cents) 
How to Study the Bible for Greatest Profit (75 cents) 
How to Obtair Fullness of Power (75 cents) 
The Bible, the Peerless Book (35 cents) 
Getting the Gold Out of the Word of God (35 cents) 
Divine Healing (35 cents) 
Why God Used D. L..-Moody (35 cents) 
The Gist of the Lesson, 1928 (35 cents) 
A eon Pocket Companion for Christian Workers (35 
cents 
Ought Christians to Keep the Sabbath? (15 cents) 
“ ae Book Room, 558 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, 
al. 
Death Defeated and Defied (35 cents) 
Jesus, the Prophet, Priest, King (paper 50 cents; 
cloth 75 cents) 
Return of the Lord Jesus, The -(cloth $1.25; paper 


75 cents) 
Shepherd Psalm, The (35 cents) , 
Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc., Garden City, 
New York. 
The God of the Bible ($1.50) 
The Christ of the Bible ($1.50) 


The Importance and Value of Proper Bible Study ($1) 
The Real Christ ($1.75) 


‘ ‘ { ae 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843-845 North 
Wells Street, Chicago. 
Practical — Perplexing Questions Answered (paper, 
25 cents 
Difficulties in the Bible (paper, 25 — 
How to Pray (paper, 25 cents; also in erman) 
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hesitate to correct a fault in any of his workers. One 
experience comes vividly to my mind in this connec- 
tion. The great campaign in Atlanta was scheduled 
to begin on a Sunday. The writer traveled from Phila- 
delphia to the Southern city by way of Virginia, stop- 
ping for a few days on the way to visit friends. Ar- 
riving in Atlanta he went to the hotel and at noon 
* Sunday met Dr. Torrey in the dining room for 
unch, 

Just before the meal commenced, Dr. Torrey said, 
“At what time did you arrive in Atlanta?” 

The writer sensed trouble in the air. “It was quite 
dark when I arrived here,” came the reply. 

The evangelist was not satisfied, but he continued, 
“At what time did you arrive?” 

“As a matter of fact, I arrived much later than I 
expected to,” was the evasive answer. 

Dr. Torrey was becoming impatient. He always 
employed direct methods in his dealings with o.hers 
and he expected the same of them. “You arrived in 
Atlanta on the Lord’s Day,” he said, as his gaze 
pierced the very soul of the musician. There was no 
reply. The speaker added, “Never let that happen 
again.” The meal continued in silence. 

The campaign was great in every respect. It was 
scheduled to close on Sunday night. On Saturday 
the writer overheard the evangelist. arranging to leave 
for Philadelphia at eleven forty-five: Sunday night. 
He also arranged to go to the train and ‘say good-by 
to Dr. Torrey just before the train left.. At eleven 
forty the Pullman porter was encouraged to open the 
windows so that the writer could bid Dr. Torrey 
good-by. 

Soon a voice was heard coming from lower 5 in 
the Pullman, “Good night, Bob, we shall see you at 
the birthday party in West Philadelphia on Tuesday.” 

With his watch in his hand Bob replied, “Good 
night, Doctor. I hope you will have a good journey, 
although you are starting on the Lord’s Day.” 

On Tuesday morning the musician and the preacher 
met. In fear and trepidation, the visitor entered Dr. 
Torrey’s study. 

No sooner had he entered than the great evangelist 
offered his hand to the writer, and said, “I want you 
to forgive me, Bob; I took you to task very severely 
when you arrived in Atlanta Sunday morning. I am 
equally guilty, and ask your forgiveness. I have 
asked God to forgive me. It will never happen again.” 
We were both broken up. We had prayer together 
and arrived at an understanding and an appreciation 
that deepened and grew through the many years that 
followed. 

Dr. Torrey was, above all else, a man of proved 
conviction. He knew and_loved God’s Word as few 
men knew and loved it. He abhorred error in every 
form. He was merciless in his attitude to error, and 
he opposed the false “isms” and cults of the day with- 
out fear or favor. It was his unalterable opposition 
to and denunciation of error in a so-called healing 
program that led to his resignation as Dean of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. There was a division 
of opinion. Dr. Torrey took his stand on the teaching 
of the Word of God. Not only so, but he had affi- 
davits and evidence exposing a certain cult that would 
not allow any other attitude on his part. A month 
before his resignation the writer was associated with 
him in a great campaign in Winnipeg, Canada. Dur- 
ing the campaign we had many sessions of prayer 
concerning the Institute situation. Several times he 
assured the writer that he would have to resign. He 
did so, but the scar of that experience made a far 
deeper mark than many people imagined. He loved 
the Institute dearly. He was responsible for building 
up its prestige and position as a Bible school. This 
experience unfortunately was supplemented by tater 
happenings at the Institute. He deplored any tendency 
toward Modernism, and would gladly have given any- 
thing to save the Institute from any lapse of any kind. 

Eternity alone can reveal the untold blessing that 
has come from the life and the work of this devoted 
servant of God. His memory we revere. His friend- 
ship we value. His testimony has strengthened our 
faith. 

SoutH PASADENA, CAL. 
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Adopted Orphans 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


OR some years past the Southside Church of 
Christ, Fort Worth, Texas, has sent Christmas 
cheer inthe form of toys and clothing and money 
to the children in the Canadian Orphans Home. But 
now a new plan has been adopted and the orphans 
are being cared for as individuals rather than as an 
institution. Several weeks before Christmas names 
of the orphans were offered to classes and individuals. 
These orphans were “adopted” and suitable gifts ar- 
ranged for. Of course there had to be a limit to the 
size of the gift, else some would be more lavishly 
provided for than others. All the gifts were brought 
to the church, packed, and sent to the Home in plenty 
of time to be hung on the tree, which would gladden 
the little ones on Christmas morning. 

aCoraL GaBLes, Fy. 




















Lesson for December 2 
Acts 24:1 to 26: 32 
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| A Christian Lawyer Meets Infidel Rationalists 
on Their Own Ground—and Wins Them Over! 


The Sunday School Times announces one of the most 
extraordinary contributions to Christian life and litera- 
ture ever published in any journal, secular or religious 
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LAWYER-FRIEND of the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
A has a hobby. The Editor discovered it one Sunday last spring, 
as he was visiting in the lawyer’s home in a well-known eastern 
city.: The lawyer dropped the remark that it had been a habit of 
his, for years, to ask anyone who doubted or rejected the Scriptures 


_ and Christianity whether he had read anything on the other side. 


And, said the lawyer, he had never found anyone who had. 


When he asked them if they would be fair in the matter, and 


read something on the other side, he had had the enjoyable experience, 


over and over again, of seeing such unbelieving rationalists completely 
swung around by simply facing, as they never had done before, the 
arguments against their unbelief. 


The Editor’s curiosity was aroused. He questioned his lawyer- 
friend ; the true stories he hearti from his lips, that Sunday afternoon, 
were amazing, almost incredible. But they weve true. He told his 
friend that he must write out those personal experiences for the readers 
of The Sunday School Times. This has now been done. 


The Editor believes that the narrative of this Christian lawyer’s 
own conversion, with his experiences in challenging infidel rationalists 
to play the game fairly’ by reading, in cold blood, the relentlessly 
logical and rational arguments for the truth as over against the un- 


truth, makes one of the most extraordinary documents of our genera- _ 


tion. The Editor has the manuscript in hand ; it is 25,000 words or 


more, and will make a series of some ten articles in The Sunday 
School Times. 


This is a day in which men and women pride themselves on their 
ability to think. They submit everything to the test of logic, reason- 
ableness, the appeal to the mind. Very well; Christianity and the 
Word of God are not afraid to meet that test. Those who are reject- 
ing Christianity and the Scriptures on the ground that logical thinking 
must necessarily cast $hem aside are hereby challenged to face the 
question on their own ground of the intellect and rational thinking. 
College students, college and university professors, professional men, 


and particularly lawyers, will find in these articles a momentous 
challenge. ; 


True, there are other ways of reaching people than through the 
intellectual appeal. But intellectual people can be reached on their 
own ground, and this is a phase of personal soul-winning that has 


been almost entirely overlooked by Christian people. The lawyer 
breaks new ground. 


Note this keen observation, for example, from his opening 
article : 


True, there have been many lawyers of this and other 
days infidel or agnostic; but their legal trajning gives their 
views no value unless their attention has been seriously devoted 
to the consideration of this matter; and it may safely be be- 
lieved of all infidel lawyers that not one of them has ever 
made a careful, lawyer-like investigation of the claims of 
“the Bible and its Christ,” studying and digesting any. of the 
great “briefs” which gather together and sum up the proofs 
in support of the claim of the Lord Jesus Christ to absolute 
deity, and of the Bible to absolute, inerrant divine inspiration. 
I have never found one, and I have hunted for twenty years. 
I have never read of one, and I have studied this matter for 
twenty-five years. 


But he has found more than one infidel lawyer, professional man, 
business man, and others who, after playing the game fairly and read- 
ing what he has given them on the other side, have admitted that the 
arguments for their position were demolished ; better still, they have 
turned to the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved. 


One day last spring the head of a big commercial organization in 
a neighboring city called on this lawyer about a business matter. 
Before he left he found himself rather unexpectedly replying to some 
leading questions, and he said that his early faith in Christ and the 
Bible were so in eclipse that there was hardly a vestige left. The 
lawyer then made a statement that the business man accepted with a 
smile. ‘‘So far as your brain and your intellectual belief are con- 
cerned,’’ said the lawyer, ‘‘I will undertake to guarantee that you 
cannot retain your unbelief if you will study the matter a bit, and will 
read one or two books I will let you have.’’ 


The business man said he really had not known there were any 
noteworthy books in intelligent opposition to the agnostic and infidel 
writers. This was after the lawyer had said to him: 





** Mr. , for twenty years I have looked for the unbeliever 
in these things who at the same time was thoroughly familiar with the 
proofs in support of them. I haven’t found him yet.» You may be 
the exception, and if so you will spoil a generalization I have often 
indulged in. Have you studied carefully any of the great works on 
the Christian evidences ?’’ 


‘No, Ihave not, though I have read many of the opposite 
sort,’’ came the candid reply. 


‘«That exception is still to find, then,’’ continued the lawyer ; 


and he asked his friend to report to him after he had finished the 
first book. 


Some time later the lawyer had a long distance telephone call 
from the neighboring city. It was his business friend. This came 
over the phone: ‘‘I certainly thank you for lending me that book. 
I am ninety-nine and nine-tenths converted, and I have still one 
chapter to read before I finish.’’ 


No well-informed Christian man or: woman or young person 
today who wants to be thoroughly equipped to meet the increasing 
attacks of rationalism can afford to miss this momentous series. ‘The 
lawyer names the books that he gives his friends. He cites instances 
of men of massive intellect who, after simply studying the evidences, 
turned to Christ and became devout Christians. And he recounts 
personal experiences in soul-winning that are unforgettable. 


The series will appear exclusively in The Sunday School Times, 
commencing this winter and running into the early part of the new 
year. Readers of the Times can render a lasting service to their 
friends by letting them know of this. Annual subscriptions com- 
menced or renewed this month or next will insure one’s securing the 
entire series. Subscription rates are given on page 690. 


**As a student of the University of Chicago I was always searching for a scien- 
tifically and spiritually up-to-date paper that contradicts and challenges the empty 
blunder of our modern social adjustment of religion in an unmistakably clear and 
powerful way. The Sunday School Times is beyond appreciation. Those who had 
the paper for ‘getting acquainted ’ want it again. May God increase the spiritual and 
creative power of this His paper. Please find ten subscriptions enclosed, they came in 
last Sunday at once, others will follow I am almost sure.""—A Wisconsin pastor. 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


Spiritual and physical healing in many lands 











By Ernest Gordon 














gives in The Guatemala News an account of 

a recent meeting of an Indian presbytery in 
Guatemala. The leading spirit was, a dozen years 
ago, an idolater and witch doctor who could not read 
a line and whose only knowledge was concerning the 
right way to drape a wooden image of the Virgin 
and to burn incense to evil spirits. Now he was super- 
intending the entertainment of some five hundred 
Christian brethren with skill and courtesy and lead- 
ing the worship of a large audience with all the 
dignity of a secretary of state. 

Further, his life witnesses to his Christian char- 
acter as well as his spoken testimony. This Jon 
Marcelino is one of the wealthy Indians of the region, 
yet he goes barefoot, wears shirts the cotton of which 
he has-himself raised and which his wife has. spun, 
woven, cut, and sewed. “He wears pants and coat 
also of homespun, eats little but what he raises on 
his own farm, sleeps on a mat home woven and under 
homespun cotton blanket, and gives his entire pro- 
duce, year after year, to the God who opened his 
eyes to eternal truth.” 

This man welcomed an army of guests to a fairly. 
large church built chiefly at his own expense and 
planted in the center of the town, fronting the Cath- 
olic church and next neighbor to the municipal build- 


Ge Grace in Guatemala.—Mr, Haymaker 


ing. 

Kuntar Indian, also at this presbyterial gathering, 
was an all-round bad man twenty years ago. He 
has been studying for the ministry for some time,’ 
and during this period of study has twenty congrega- 
tions to his credit! “He will yet be a great power 
among the Quiche Indians.” The native presbytery 
was, four years ago, timid and without knowledge 
of methods. But in the intervening years they have 
mastered the necessary practice, and what is more, 
yield gracefully to the will of the majority. In the 
old days this was a thing unheard of. 

When the meetings were over Mr. Haymaker went 
to the Municipality, and after greeting the authorities 
called their attention: to the fact that these five hun- 
dred Evangelicals had met and spent four days in a 
religious feast without a single assassination, wound, 
revolver shot, -fight, fornication, quarrel, or harsh 
word. After enjoying themselves singing Christian 
hymns they went home without wounds, inflamed 
faces, or ringing heads, laughing and happy and ready 
for immediate duties. We told them that this was 
better than the other way, aiid they agréed. 


The West Africa Mission of American Preshy- 
terianism has in its care a constellation of 766 village 
schools taught by clean, quiet, Christian men who but 
for this mission would be wild, painted, brass-orna- 
mented, and ignorant people. In addition there are 
eleven station boarding-schools for boys and ten for 
girls. The total number of students is 30,299, There 
are also eighteen students in the theological school, 
forty in the normal school, and one hundred appren- 
tices in the industrial and agricultural school. . The 
practice of clean Christian living has been stressed 
in all these schools, a fact much deplored by the rum- 
sellers. The home villages of the boys have become 
evangelistic centers for whole districts. Many have 
gone about, two by two, during vacations into un- 
evangelized areas and started Christian work among 
the seriously inclined. The village schools open with 
the singing of “Good Morning to You” and the repeat- 
ing of a Psalm. The equipment is of the back-to- 
nature type. Slates are made of hand-hewn boards 
of soft whitewood, fashioned with a, handle; the 
erasers are sandpaper leaves from a certain tree; and 
the pencils, pieces of charcoal dug out of the break- 
fast fire. The woods, nature’s stationary shop, are 
full of slates, pencils, and erasers. 

West Africa had no word for home before the 
mission came. In the wicked old days when a man 
died it often happened that his wife was killed and 
buried at the same time in order that he might’ have 
cook and slave in the next world. Mrs. Leliman tells 
us that Christian women in Africa fully realize the 
bondage of their earlier days and frequently recall it 
in their gatherings for prayer and praise. One ear- 
nest woman replied to the question, “What did: Af- 
rican women most fear before the coming of the 
Gospel?” with the laconic answer, “Husbands.” She 
is a woman of years’ experience, once in the service 
of Satan, now in that of the Lord, who can make 
vivid the anger of her hungry husband. 

“Does the kettle boil?” “Alas, it does not!” The 
wood is wet and the fire on the hearth smokes. But 
the fire in the heart of the heathen husband burns 
red with rage. Toss, toss, rain down the blows upon 
that brown body bent low to encourage the tardy 
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fire. She sees afar in imagination the elephant raw- 
hide hung in a. convenient corner for such occasions. 
She feels again the body strain as he ties her wrists 
togethet with many strands of bush-repe and lashes 
her to the central upright support of her hut and 
leaves her to agonize the weary hours away. 


‘ “The Drum Call,” the organ of this mission, gives 
various miniature biographies of African Chris- 
tians.—Here, for example, is Nyeke who, as a girl, 
was sold to a big, brutal, black husband for fifty 
pounds of rusty iron and a few goats. When she 
became a Christian he tried to whip her Christianity 
out of her, but she continued to come to meetings 
with welts and gashes all over her back and shoulders. 
Never but once did he buy her a piece of cloth to 


wear and soon took that-away, so that she was obliged 


to hide her nakedness in rafha and ferns. Now and 
then in a rage he woild take a brand from the fire 
and burn her; once the fire went into her eye, but 
did not blind her. Nyeke has been. a model church 
member, has attended five terms ‘of afternoon school 
for women, and reads well. Five times her husband 
has driven her out of her home and has come to the 
mission to get her again. Now his bad _ heart is 
turning to Christ “being won without the word by the 
conversation” of his Christian wife. 

Maria Atyang was of the royal family of the young 
king of Bafia with riches and slaves. Her wishes 
were law. To defy them was to defy the king. 

But she became a Christian and the scoffing court 
cast her out. Now she is a Bible evangelist, travel- 
ing over the hard African trails and bringing back 
handsful of pebbles, each of which represents some 
person to whom she has preached the word of life. 
She has oversight of .the women’s work in the thirty 
~~ ang of the mission and teaches a group of young 
girls. 


From a Land of Spiritual and Physical Need.—In 
the last report of the American Presbyterian Mission 
in the Punjab is an account (by Mr. McCusky of 
Hoshiapur) of Hindu superstition. A poor old crazy 
man sits by a small fire stark naked. save for a coat- 
ing of wood ashes. He is worshiped by superstitious 
people as a manifestation of the Divine Being. They 
call him Baba and Maharaj (Father and Lord), and 


bowing down before him touch their foreheads to the’ 


earth in front of him. Food, clothing, money, milk, 
sweets are offered him, and if he happens to be hungry 
he accepts food, but the money he throws away and 
the clothing he burns. 

“I myself saw a well-dressed Sikh bringing an offer- 
ing of sweets. He stood for a long time in a rever- 
ential attitude, trying to get the Baba to notice him. 
When finally he succeeded his reward was an angry 
shout and an order to go away. Before obeying, the 
Sikh humbly laid his sweets in front of the Baba. 
and touched his forehead to the ground. The madman 
snatched up all the gifts and furiously threw them on 
the fire, the while shouting abuse at the giver. Instead 
of being offended the Sikh backed away with great 
humility and, making a final sign of reverence, went 
away.” 

Hindus and even some Mohammedans think that by 
accepting their gifts this madman can cause their 
prayers to be favorably answered by God. 
of women bring gifts every day, coming often from 
great distances. “It was pathetic to see him trying 
to escape the crowd by hiding in a sugar cane field 
or behind dense shrubbery. Once I saw him throw- 
ing stones and furidusly shouting to them to keep 
away. One man was hit and proudly exhibited his 
bleeding wound to others who stood by, envious of 
ie supposed good luck in the blow. One wonders 

t the twist of the mind that can believe in the power 
of such an imbecile to intercede with the Diving 
Being.” 


The terrible tropical sickness, framboesia or yaws, 
is due to a Spirochaete similar to that which causes 
one of the disgraceful social diseases. It is highly 
contagious and acquired through some abrasion of the 
skin. ood passed from child to child, sleeping in 
huts occupied previously by an infected person, con- 
tact with thorn-grass along a footpath that has been 
infected by scme other passer-by, —the opportunities 
of acquiring the dread disease are endless. 

Neo-salvarsan injected intravenously is a sure rem- 
edy for this terrible affliction, and is being applied 
extensively in Africa and elsewhere. The hospital 
of the Bolenge station of the American Christian 
Foreign Mission is making an enviable record. In 
1924 its injections for yaws and syphilis numbered 
ten thousand, and later years have given even better 
Statistics. Every cured patient is an advertisement 





- fection. 


Crowds - 


bringing in relatives and neighbors. One venerable 
Ngombe returned with twenty-seven members of his 
family for treatment. 

“From Ngiri and Ubangi, from Lac Ntumba and 
beyond, from up the Congo, the Ikelemba, and Juapa 
rivers and from the forests back of our station, the 
people come to Bolenge,” writes Dr. Barger. , “One 
sees in this human stream a panorama of Congo life. 
The little medallions or cloth squares suspended about 
the neck mark ‘the Catholic. The raw heathen is 
seen with his body and head covered with red cam- 
wood powder and palm oil. The pompom dress from 
Bokatola and the grass skirt of the Ibinza are also 
conspicuous. From the breech cloth to the well-kept 
European clothes all stages of dress are ‘seen in” the 
same group. The. entire number of patients treated 
in a year amounted to over 31,000. 

The removing of yaws is one of the strongest levers 
for counteracting heathen prejudices against the Gos- 
pel. .Dr. C,-L. Trout of the Africa Inland Mission 
tells of three boys: who had for months: been: isolated 
in a hut outside their village because of this disease.- 
Ne one would ‘touch them, ‘though food was octa- 
sionally brought to keep them alive in their misery. 
They. heard ofthe! mission doctor and made the long, 
hard ‘journey,-including. a climb of -4,000- feet, to. -his 
hospital, The injections soon cured the three.. One 
of them is now a teacher among his Bahama brethrén, 
a second a trusted Balendu evangelist, and the thir 
also a Christian... 


Dr. Trout Training Natives to Help in Health 
Campaigns.—“An epidemic of meningitis was carry- 
ing off the peopl@ like rats: To enter the infected 
region seemed like courting death. But Pwenga and 
Thendoma, two native assistants, said they were ready 
to go with me. First we entered the villages sur- 
rounding the endemic area and by prophylactic vac- 
cination of all inhabitants raised a human barrier of 
individuals immunized against the malady. Day and 
night we traveled and worked. Gradually we closed 
im and finally entered the village where the disease 
was rampant. At the énd of ten days we had com- 
plete control and the epidemic was stopped. Pwenga 
and Thendoma’ administered several thousand: injec- 
tions of vaccine without a single complication or in- 
This illustrates native ability and courage 
and. shows what could be accomplished with.a medi- 
cal school.” 

Humor in Missions.—The Indian Witness vouches 
for this ificident which happened’ in a‘mission school, 
Fifteen boys sat in the physical geography class. Sud- 
denly it was noticed that the Hindu boys had closed 
their notebooks, laid down their pencils and were sit- 
ting, apparently at attention, but with a great vacancy 
on their faces. The teacher asked the meaning. 

A frank-faced ‘boy arose. “We are very sorry, but 
an eclipse of the sun is about to occur, and while it 
lasts we are not allowed to do any work: We. will 
stay after school to make up the lesson.” aed 

“Very well,” said ‘the teacher, “but what is an 
eclipse ?” 

The boy hesitated. “The book says this,” and he 
explained carefully what he had been taught. “But 
in reality an. eclipse is. this,’ and he told the story of 
the dragon who was trying to devour the sun. 

“While the eclipse lasts,” he concluded, “we can 
only sit and pray that we may not be deprived of our 
source of heat and light.” 


Miss Susan Ballard, an English missionary in 
Japan, tells of a Japanese schoolgirl who. came to 
her for instruction in Christianity. When asked, what 
had caused her to think of Christian things she said 
she had been told that if she were going up in an 
airplane she ought to-have a calm mind. This she 
thought might be acquired by becoming a Christian. 


African Proverbs.— Mr. D. M. Miller, at work in 
the Uele Country, Central Africa, has collected a 
large number of native proverbs. They show both 
acumen and conscience, and one may be sure that 
those who made them are no inferior material for 
mission work. Here are a few of them. 

“When a child falls into the water take it out be- 


‘fore you spank it.” 


“When you visit your fish trap yourself you find 
fish in it. When you send another there are only 
crabs.” (A picturesque way of saying that if you 
want anything done you should do it yourself.) 

One for scandalmongers! “The pig when done 
wallowing in mire seeks a clean person to rub against.” 

“Not to aid one in distress is to kill him in your 
heart.” (The Uele equivalent of the Scripture, “Who- 
soever hateth his brother is a murderer.”) 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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. Lesson for December 2 


Acts 24:1 to 26:32 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














; Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or ident will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply _indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: My parents are Christians and I 
always’ thought I. was tog until a few years ago I began 
to wonder if I was. Then I found out that all I had to do 
was to believe that Jesus was the only begotten Son of 
God. Before this I had always believed the Bible from 
cover. to cover, but now I began to wonder if I did be- 
lieve in Jesus, although I knew in my heart that it was true. 
Everything I found showed that it was true, so I have no 
reason for not believing, and yet when I take a proof. and 
say that Jesus is the Son of God and the Bible is true 
because: that proof shows it, something points out some 
place in the proof saying I might be making a mistake. 
That has happened over and over again and I don’t seem 
to have any power to resist. I know that the Bible is 
all inspired because no man. could write it, and God is 
omnipotent. Sometimes I believe and sometimes, as I told 
you, I doubt. Please tell me exactly what to do, so that 
I can’ believe firmly all the time. I have seen that you 
take ‘all letters to God and I know he can tell you what 
I should do. I want to believe so badly —VERY ANXIOUS. 

Y DEAR “ANXIOUS”: If you can have the 

faith to believe that God will tell me what to 
tell you, why not know that he will tell you and speak 
directly to you? God is no respecter of persons, and 
‘when he says he will answer all who call upon him, 
he means it. Why will you dally with the evil one, 
and count proofs as they may weigh in your mind, and 
try to see something which does not exist? Our minds 
are so’ feeble and finite, and he is so great and mighty, 
why. will you be willing to loiter in the doubting 
ground-of Satan, when it brings you nothing but 
misery and unhappiness? You need to settle this 
question once for all, and stop fooling with your 
enemy. 

There is no proof greater in the world than to know 
from your own heart that God is, and that he has 
forgiven your sins, and that he loves you, and 
that you love him. The witness of the Spirit with 
your Spirit must not be thrown away and questioned, 
aiter you have received it. Be true to what God has 
given you, %r you will be miserable indeed, and de- 


Criticism in a Women’s Class 


How it was cured by a: Bible reading. 





. your Saviour and your Redeemer. 
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servedly so. If you want to believe, believe! Heed 
the leading of the dear Lord, and accept salvation with 
rejoicing and do not fall down before the evil one to 
take. any thought from him, but “draw nigh to- God, 
and he will draw nigh to you” (Jas. 4:8) and life 
will be filled with blessings that can be gotten no- 
where else but at the throne of grace. Stop visiting 
with the evil one, and give your time and thoughts to 
Know. that you 
are a child of God when you believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the promise that you shall be saved 
(Acts 16:31) if you do is as true as that the sun is 
shining. Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the 
Father, is a gift, and as such you must accept Him, 
and the joy of Heaven will be yours. Now, no more 
doubting, only trusting must be your song and deter- 
mination. As the Lord Jesus is your best frierid, you 
will make a close confidant of him, won’t you? You 
will talk with him often, and tell him every difficulty, 
and there will come into your life such a radiance of 
light that there will be no room for the darkness of 
the enemy. No time to waste on his thoughts, but you 
will live in the. study of the Word of God and be 
filled with God’s thoughts and come up on a higher 
plane where you can say with Job, “I know that my 
redeemer liveth” (Job 19:25). Take “the cup of sal- 
vation” (Psa. 116:13) and be happy! 


e 
Teacher Wanted 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


E KEEP a list of substitute teachers and ex- 

pect our teachers to secure one of them to take 
her class if she knows in time that she is going to 
be absent. But it sometimes happens that a teacher 
does not know in time and cannot let us know of her 
absence till school is in session. 

We do not go to class at the same moment as the 
adult classes, therefore it is impossible for us to wait 
till the classes shift from assembly to get our substi- 
tutes. ; 

So we made a sign saying “Teacher Wanted. Be- 
ginners.” This is slipped over a tack up in front of 
the adult assembly without disturbing them in the 
least. Instantly when one of our substitutes sees this 
card she slips out and reports at our rooms for duty. 

f we have to wait too long for a regular teacher, 
we can slip this card on a hook in front of the class 
where our substitute sits and get “her withort disturb- 
ing the class. 


Bou.per, Coto. 





By a Teacher 











RS. LEE was troubled, her pastor was troubled 
and. discouraged. There was discord in the 


* church that threatened to disrupt it, and the ring- 


leadérs were in Mrs. Lee’s class. Friendships had 
~ been shattered, hearts had ached and well nigh broken. 
Sleepless nights, sad days, wrecked nerves and health, 
unhappy homes—dall these followed in the trail of 


the serpent that had broken into the peacefulness of . 


Mrs. Lee’s life. She considered resignation, but her 
pastor persuaded her to hold on; and, because it was 
so nearly time to close his year’s work and since the 
fault was not his, she consented to keep on with the 
class. And, then— Mrs. Lee will always believe God 
showed her the way out—one day there was born 
in her heart a plan that worked. 

Next Sunday was Temperance Sunday. For some 
time she had been discussing various phases of the 
subject not usually considered: Intemperance in 
pleasure, in reading; the social question, and the like. 
Friday evening when the members of her class read 
their paper they found this notice: 

Lyp1a CLass 

A special feature of the lesson next Sunday will be 
the introduction of a Progressive Bible Reading on a 
phase of the temperance question vitally important just 
pts? Bring pencil and paper to take notes for the week’s 
work. 

-As she faced her class on Sunday morning, Mrs. 
Lee’s heart faltered. One ringleader was present, two 
absent. .There was a hush as she began to speak: 

“In all the years I’ve taught this class, this is the 
first time I’ve ever had to scold. But there is some- 
thing that is tearing our church to pieces. Our pas- 
tor-will soon go to Conference. I have no idea whether 
or not he will be returned to us, but if he does not 
come back, this one thing will be largely responsible. 
It is not easy for me to say this to you. I have pre- 
pared a list of references to show you what God says 
about it. You may look them up this week, and next 
Sunday we will discuss them.” 

The subject to be considered was still a mystery. 


Evidently the fault was too serious to be mentioned. 
Then she gave out these references: 


1 Peter 4:17 


4 
: 4:15 (last clause) 
1 Timothy 5: 13 
James 3: 2-10 
Leviticus 19:16 (first clause) 
Psalm 38: 12 
**  - -803:20 
101: 5 and 7 (omit 6) 
Proverbs 10:.18, 19 


“ 


11:9 

cy 11:13 

64 16: 28 

“ 18:21 (first clause) 

: 20:19 (note last clause) 
eS 26: 17-19 

26: 20-22 (a cure) 


Romans 1: 28-32 

Colossians 3:8 

Titus 2:3 

Matthew 26: 22 

1 Corinthians 12:31 (last clause) 
“ 13:13 (last clause) 


More troubled days and wakeful nights during the 
week for Mrs. Lee. Not a word did she hear. What 
would be the attitude of these women? Though few 
were guilty, the poison was spreading, innocent ones 
were becoming entangled and involved. She felt 
sure she had done right and could leave the results 
with God. 

The following Sunday an unusually attentive class 
greeted her. Several had written out the whole list 
of verses,—as Mrs. Brown said, “I wrote them all 
down so I could read them to Tom.” It was very 
evident that the week’s reading and thought had done 
their work, so only a few of the verses were called 
for and discussed. 

Then Mrs. Lee asked the class to read others that 
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had especially appealed to them. This brought out 
the most scathing verses of rebuke in the list. 

The next Sunday Mrs. Lee presented a five-minute 
Bible reading on “Love,” as a panacea for the evil 
just studied. 

Severai months have gone by. There is a deeper 
spiritualicy in that class now, a better feeling every- 
where in the church, The old troubles no longer 
threaten, erstwhile enemies are at peace. Only the 
scars remain. : 

The Scripture is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction which is in righteous- 
ness.” 
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Wade Smith’s Counsel to a Shut-In 


O THE Rev. Wade C. Smith, known far and 

wide for his personal work campaigns, as weil 
as for the ministry of his “Little Jetts” on the Bible 
lessons in The Sunday School Times, a valued friend 
of this paper who is shut in recently wrote the follow- 
ing letter: 


Dear Mr. Smith: 

Circumstances compel me to spend nearly all of my 
time inside our house. Nearly all my friends and rela- 
tives are Christians. It is seldom I see anyone who isn't, 
and almost never to converse with. 

Can you suggest any way in which I could use my pen 
in soul-winning? I don’t mean by writing for publication. 


Mr. Smiih’s personal reply is shared with readers 
of The Sunday School Times, for it is one that many 
will welcome and act upon. 


Your letter was forwarded to me in Arkansas, 
where I was holding a personal work training meet- 


Answering your inquiry, first in a general way, let 
me say that anybody who earnestly desires to win 
souls for Jesus Christ and will daily submit (yield) 
self entirely to him for such service as he may will, 
will not lack for opportunity. 

For the shut-in, there is always the very wonderful 
ministry of prayer. It is said that the great revival 
which swept over Wales some years ago had its start 
in the persistent daily prayers of a woman who had 
to lie flat on her back in bed continually. But I be- 
lieve you will have other opportunities through per- 
sonal contact with those whom God may send to 
ee door —-and also, as you suggest, through the 
mails. 

If you will write a postcard to the Silver Publish- 
ing Company, 1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, 
they will send you some excellent evangelistic tracts 
without charge. Tell them what you want to do 
with them. Ask also the Los Angeles Bible House, 
Los Angeles, California, to send you some samples. 
Start, through your friends, by mail or otherwise, a 
line of inquiries for names and addresses of unsaved 
persons. Get what information you can about them, 
and select from your supply a tract you think is suit- 
able and venture to send it in the mail, with just a 
little note that you are praying. It is possible some 
may resent it, but do not let that terrify you. You 
are on the Master’s business. Others may never give 
any response, but you will have done your part. 

But out of the mass there will surely come from time 
to time the results which will. gladden your heart. 
And as you proceed you will grow more and more 
adroit in casting your “hook” from the hidden place, 
— your hidden place of prayer and power. 

I am praying that the Lord will lead you into a rich 
service. Some of the results you will never know 
until you stand in His glorified presence. 

GREENSBORO, N. C. 


The Slave Girl’s Coin 
By Ernest Gordon 


HE following story from Chinese literature is 
reminiscent of the story of the widow’s mite: 


“The monks near Chang-te-fu decided to make a 
splendid image of Buddha and went round the country 
to collect bronze. At one place a rich family gave gen- 
erously, — bullion, rings; and the monk was so pleased 
that he refused to take a mere cash that a slave girl of- 
fered. The mold was made, the bronze melted, and run 
into the mold with due prayers; but when the mold was 
broken the casting was streaked and spoiled. No monk 
would admit any fault in his conduct, and they tried 
again and again with worse results. A close examina- 
tion of each collector was made, and when this monk 
was found to have refused a gift, priding himself on the 
quantity and excellence of the bronze he had gathered, 
the reason of the failure was seen. An important 
deputation was sent with him to ask humbly for the 
despised cash, which was brought back in state. A 
third time the foundry was filled and the cash _ sol- 
emnly added with thanks for the love of the girl. 
And when the mold was broken there was revealed 
the most perfect image, with the one cash brightly 
gleaming over the heart of the image.” 

FREDERIKS-Havn, DENMARK. 
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LESSON 9. DECEMBER 2. PAUL BEFORE HIS JUDGES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 24: 1 to 26 : 32 
Golden Text.—I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.— Acts 26: 19 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


6 O ONE can fully estimate the results of the 
N work of any one man who has the courage 
to do and dare for what is true and right 

at any cost.”.—Thomas Walker. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 24:24.—Felix. This man was probably the 
younger brother of Pallas, the all-powerful favorite 
of the Emperor Claudius. The brothers were prob-~ 
ably freedmen of Antonia, the mother of Claudius. 
Felix seems to have been appointed Procurator of 
Judea, at the request of the High Priest Jonathan. 
Felix received from the emperor what was for a 
freedman unprecedented honor. He was given mili- 
tary command as well as civil jurisdiction. The 
Roman historian Tacitus sums up his character thus, 
“With the nature of a slave he exercised the kingly 
authority in all savagery and wantonness.” The vio- 
lence and the ruthlessness of his police methods help 
to explain why he was so anxious to do the Jews a 
parting favor (Acts 24:27). The Jews, however, 
notwithstanding his endeavors to conciliate them, lodged 
an indictment against him at Rome which only failed 
through the intervention of Pallas. 

Drusilla was the youngest of the three daughters 
of Herod Agrippa I. She was thus the great grand- 
daughter of Herod the Great. She was born about 
the year A. D. 38. When she was only fourteen 
years old she was married to Azizus, King of Emesa. 
She was unhappy in this marriage, and after a short 
time was persuaded to leave her husband and to live 
with Felix. She was only about fifteen or sixteen at 
this time, and must have been still a girl_in her teens 
when she listened this day to Paul. It is possible, 
though not certain, that she perished in the destruc- 
tion of Pompeii. Felix was thrice married, and each 
time to a princess. Another of his wives was also a 
Drusilla, a granddaughter of Antony and Cleopaira. 


Verse 25.—Felix was terrified. The fear of Felix 
appears to have operated merely in his sending Paul 
away. No impression for good was made on him. 

Verse 26.—That money would be given him. He 
knew that Paul had gone up to Jerusalem with money 
collections (24:17). Albinus succeeded Festus, and 
had so much encouraged this kind of bribery that it 
was said that no criminals remained in prison except 
those who did not offer money for their liberation. 


Verse 27.—Porcius Festus. Nothing is known of 
this man apart from the reference here and Josephus. 
He seems to have acted firmly in putting down the 
assassins. But he probably held office only for a year 
or two before he was removed by death. 

Chapter 26:19.—King Agrippa. This was Agrippa 
II, the son of Agrippa I, and thus the great grand- 
son of Herod the Great. He was only seventeen 
years old on the death of his father, A. D. 44, and 
the Emperor Claudius was persuaded not to give him 
his father’s kingdom owing to his youth. A couple 
of years later came the death of his uncle Herod of 
Chalcis. The young prince then received the tetrarchy 
of his uncle and the oversight of the Temple. His 
sister Bernice lived with him, and the worst reports 
were current as to their relationship. Like all the 
Herods, he sought to combine Judaism and Hellenism. 
He was. deeply interested in Jewish rabbinical ques- 
tions. He attempted to extend Judaism among the 
surrounding kingdoms, and under him the Temple was 
finished. Paul’s compliment. (26:3) was therefore 
not undeserved, He did all he could to avert the final 
and most disastrous Jewish war. And when it broke 
out he consistently was on the Roman side. He died 
about A. D. 100, the last of the Herods. 

I was not disobedient. An emphatic way of stating 
that he was immediately obedient. The heavenly 
vision. “Vision” does not imply that there was any- 
thing unreal or imaginary or subjective about the 
appearance. Compare 1:3. The word seems merely 
intended to describe transitory appearances attended 
with miraculous circumstances. 

Verse 20.—Repentance, To repent means to take 
sides with God against sin, even against one’s own 
sin. 

Verse 22.—I stand. A picturesque word expressing 
immovable firmness. Note that this firmness on Paul’s 
part was due to the help obtained from God. Note 
here, as so often, how the co-operation of the human 
and. the divine is set forth. 

Verse 23.—How thet the Christ must suffer. Paul 
does not here refer to the prophetic announcement or 

| \ 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 25: 1-6. 
Primary Topic: Paul on Trial. 
Lesson Material; Acts 24: 1 to 26: 32. 
Memory Verse: My faithful.ess and my loving kindness 
shail be with him.—Psa. 89; 24. 
Junior Topic: Paul on Tri 
Lesson Material : Acts 24:1 to 26: 32. 
Memory Verse: Psalm.89: 24. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul on the Witness Stand. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Paul Defende His Life Work. 











The portion of the text indicated. by the International 

Lesson Committee for printing in the lessom helps is 

»  24324°27; 26: 19-29 

24:24 But after certain days, Felix came with Drusilla, 
1his wife, who was a Jew and sent for Paul, and heard 
him concerning the faith in Christ Jesus. 25 And as he 
reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the judg- 
ment to come, Felix was terrified, and answered, Go thy 
way for this time; and when I have a convenient season, 
I will call thee unto me. 26 He hoped withal that money 
would be given him of Paul: wherefore also he sent for 
him the oftener, and communed with him. 27 But when 
two years were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius 
Festus; and desiring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix 
left Paul in bonds. 


26:19 Wherefore O king Agrippa, I was net disobedient 
unte the heavenly vision: 2@ but declared both to them of 
Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
country of Judza, and also to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of ? repentance. 
21 For this cause the Jews seized me in the temple, and 
assayed to kill me. 22 Having therefore the help 
that is from God, I stand unto this day testifying both to 
small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets 
and Moses did say should come; 23 * how that the Christ 
*must suffer, and * how that he first by the resurrection of 
the dead should proclaim light both to the people and to 
the Gentiles. 

24 And as he thus made his defence, Festus saith with 
a loud voice, Paul, thou art mad; thy much learning * is 
turning thee mad. 25 But Paul saith, I am not mad, most 
excellent Festus; but speak forth words of truth and 
soberness. 26 For the king knoweth of these things, unto 
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none 
of these things is hidden from him; for this hath not been 
done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, believest thou the 
prophets? I know that thou believest. 28 And Agrippa 
said unto Paul, * With but little persuasion. thou wouldest 
fain make me a Christian. 29 And Paul said, I would to 
God, that * whether with little or with much, not thou only, 
but also all that hear me this day, might become such as I 
am, except these bonds, : 

2Gr., his own wife. %Or, their repentance. *Or, if. 

Or, whether. Or, is subject to suffering. ®Gr., turn- 

eth thee to madness. ®Or, In a little time thou &c. 

TOr, both in little and in great, i. e., in all respects. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the historical reality of the fact of Christ’s suffering, 
but to the idea of the Messiah’s suffering as being in 
accordance with the testimony of the prophets. He 
first by the resurrection of the dead. Christ first out 
of a resurrection of the dead proclaimed light. For 
while others such as Lazarus had been raised from 
the dead, yet they had died again. But Christ’s ris- 
ing again was the first instance of them of which it 





Not Disobedient 
By Amos R. Wells 


HITHER, O Christ? The vision did not 

say; nor did Paul ask, but started on the way. 
If Paul had asked, and if the Lord had said; if Paul 
had known the long, hard road ahead; if with the 
heavenly vision Paul had seen stark Poverty with 
cold and hungry mien, black fetid prisons with their 
chains and stocks, fierce robbers lurking amid tum- 
bled rocks, the raging of the mob, the crashing 
stones; the aching eyes, hot fever in the bones, 
perils of mountain passes wild. and steep, perils of 
tempests in the angry deep, the drag of loneliness, 
the cvtse of lies, mad bigotry’s suspicious, peering 
eyes, the bitter foe, the weakly blundering friend, 
the whirling sword of Caesar at the end,— would 
Paul have turned him back with shuddering moan 
and settled down in Tarsus, had he known? No! 
and a thousand times the thundering No! Where 
Jesus went, there Paul rejoiced to go. Prisons 
were palaces where Jesus stayed; with Jesus near, 
he asked no other aid; the love of Jesus kept him 
glad and warm, bold before kings and safe in any 
storm. Whither, O Christ? The vision did not 
say. Paul did not care. He started on the way. 











is the earnest of resurrection to immortality (2 Tim. 
I: 10). é 

Verse 24.—Festus saith He was not -well ac- 
quainted with the character of the nation over which 
he had been. made governor. That was the reason he 
had invited Agrippa to assist him as an expert on 
Jewish matters (25:26). This explains his inability 
to understand Paul’s intense earnestness. It was so 
unlike the indifference with which moral-and religious 
subjects were regarded by the upper classes at Rome. 
Paul, thou art mad. This word does not suggest any~ 
real insanity. It merely represents the opinion of an 
ordinary, practical, common sense man of the world 
when he is confronted with a man who is an enthu- 
siast. Thy much learning. A testimony to the im- 
pression that Paul’s argument had made on the pro- 
curator’s mind. He cannot answer Paul’s logic. But 
that is a long way from his being willing to accept 
Paul’s conclusions. And further still, from his being 
willing to act upon them. 


Verse 25.—Words of truth and soberness. Truth 
refers to the content of Paul’s argument, seberness to 
the manner of it. The statements that Paul has made 
all refer to verifiable facts. They are not the ravings 
of insanity. The method of his argument shows him 
to be one possessed of all his faculties and in full 
control of them. 


Verse 26.—The king knoweth. Agrippa. is doubly 
a witness: (1) as cognizant of the facts concerning 
the Lord Jesus; (2) as believing the prophets. This 
hath not been done in a corner, i. e., the crucifixion of 
the Lord Jesus which was not done in any obscure 
corner but in Jerusalem, and under circumstances of 
more than common publicity. 

Verse 28.—With but little. persuasion. These werds 
have been variously interpreted. The Authorized 
Version takes them as meaning that Agrippa is hon- 
estly considering the question raised by Paul, The 
Revised Version implies that Agrippa had no inten- 
tion of allowing himself to be persuaded. On the 
whole, it seems that the latter rendering is the more 
correct. Paul has attempted to make Agrippa a wit- 
ness on his side. Agrippa hastens to remove from the 
minds of Festus and of Paul any idea that he is going 
to allow himself to be influenced by what he has heard. 


“I am not to be made a Christian so easily as thou ~ 


supposest.” 
A Lesson Outline 
I. The Judges 
1. Felix the sinner 
2. Festus the scornful 
3. Agrippa the religionist 
II. The Prisoner 
1. To Felix, earnest 
2. To Festus, logical 
3. To Agrippa, challenging 
Golden. Topics 


*1. Note Paul’s calm and undaunted faith. His irm- 
prisonment was due to two causes, Jewish hatred 
and Roman injustice. Yet-Paul never regarded him- 
self as a victim of these forces. He never seems to 
have wasted a moment on self-pity. Behind all 
lesser causes he saw operating the loving and all-wise 
purposes of his Lord. So he calls himself the prisoner 
of the Lord, the prisoner of Jesus Christ (Eph. 3: 
I; 4:1; 2 Tim. 1:8; Philem. 1, 9). He had writ- 
ten years before, “We know that all things work to- 
gether tor good to them that love God” (Rom. 8: 
28). Now by his attitude he proves that he really 
believes it. 

2. Recall how God has used his servant’s imprison- 
ment. For to this part of Paul’s life we owe the great 
prison Epistles— Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon, and/2 Timothy. The whole Church has 
been permanently enriched through his servant’s suf- 
fering. 

3. If Paul had lost the consciousness of Christ’s 
presence he would have failed. And if he had. become 
occupied with his own wrongs he would have lost that 
consciousness. Of Moses it is written, “He endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). The 
same words might stand for Paul. - 

4. Observe the God-given’ opportunities for each of 
the five people who were brought into this contact 
with Paul. Three of them we may specially note. 
Felix was savage and licentious. He ‘trembled. at 
God’s voice speaking to him through his prisoner. 
Festus was scornfully indifferent. He was mildly 


‘interested in Paul’s intellectual appeal; he was even 


tolerantly amused by it. Agrippa knew the truth in- 
tellectually. He was challenged to act upon his knowl- 
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Lesson for December 2 
Acts 24:1 to 2%: 32 


edge and thus to transmute his knowledge into char- 
acter. But all of them refused to take the step. 
Thus they may serve as notable and solemn warning 
for us of the chief types of resistance to be met with 
in our scholars, The openly bad, the indifferent, and 
the religiously interested. Nothing less than a miracle 
can touch any of them. 


The Practical Aim 
To teach the pupils how to trust the Lord. 


Final Word 


Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne, 
But that scaffold sways the future, 
behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God amid the shadows, 
Keeping watch above His own. aniainell, 


TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ERE were the trials mentioned in this week’s 
lesson held? 

2. What contrast do you note if the addresses to the 
presiding judge by Tertullus and by Paul? 

3. Why was not Paul set at liberty after the trial be- 
fore Felix and the one before Festus? 

4. Why did Paul appeal unto Cesar? 

. What facts concerning his miraculous conversion 

itional to Luke’s account in the ninth chapter of 
Acts, do you find in Paul’s own accounts of it in chap- 
ters 22 and 26? 

6. Why was Paul not set at liberty when Agrippa had 
convinced Festus that Paul had done nothing worthy of 
death or of bonds? 

7. What marked contrast do you note in Felix and 
Festus ? 

8. What are the two points of strongest emphasis in 
Paul’s several defenses? 

9. What echo do you catch of Paul’s remembrance of 
Stephen’s witness in his death? 

10. What striking omission is there in Paul’s ad- 
dresses to his judges? ; 

11. What was evidently the dominant purpose in Paul’s 
ftemarks to the kings and governors? 

12. What is the biggest aim for any life? 

13. In examining your own daily program, how much 
of it is designed to help others know Jesus Christ? 
(Personal.) 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor 6f Education at Juniata College 





Tur Principce oF CoMParIson.—Traim pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE entire lesson presents to us three different 
court scenes in which the apostle Paul figured. 
He made a defense before Felix, before Festus, and 
before Agrippa. We may make a comparative study 
of the conditions of the trials, the nature of the de- 
fense, the attitude of the judges, the result of the trials, 
or we may make other comparisons. Before both 
Felix and Festus he met his accusers face to face, 
and it was this fact that in both cases seemed to in- 
fluence the result of the trial, because the statement 
is made .in both cases that the governor was “willing 
to show the Jews a pleasure.” For this reason, in 
the case of Felix, Paul was left in prison, and in the 
case of Festus he would have been sent to Jerusalem 
for trial at the jeopardy of his life had he not ap- 
ed unto Cesar. It is interesting that Agrippa, 

i f a Jew, is the one who at least suggested 
Paul’s release, which was then barred by his appeal 
unto Cesar. If this prevented his acquittal, it never- 
theless accomplished the evident will of the Lord in 
sending him at the charge of the Empire on a mission- 
ary journey to Rome. 

The essence of Paul’s defense in cach case was a 
denial of the charges that he had offended against either 
the religion of his people or the laws of Cesar. He 
emphasizes before Felix and Agrippa his belief in the 
resurrection, asserting that it is not contrary to the 
Jewish belief. Before Agrippa he details the cir- 
cumstances of his change of belief relative to the 
Lord Jesus, and asserts that this is the real cause of 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 7.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 19 : 1-41; Ephesians 4 : 1-16 
2, October 14.—Spiritual Gifts ....... 1 Corinthians 12 to 14 
3. October 21.—Christian Stewardship 
a Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
- October 28.—Paul’s Last Journey to Jerusalem 
Acts 20:1 to ar :17; 2 Corinthians 11 { 28 
. November 4.—~World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13: 1-14 
. November 11.—Peace and Good Will Among Men 
Romans 12: 1-41 
7. November 18.—Paul’s Experiences in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 23:35 
8 November 25.—The Prayers of Paul (May be used as a 
Thanksgiving Lesson.) Acts 20: 36-38; Romans 1 ;: 8-10; 
Ephesians 1 : 15-23; 3 : 14-21; 1 Thessa.onians 1 : 2-5 
9. December 2.—Paul Before His Judges.Acts 24:1 to 26 : 32 
10. December 9.—Paul Goes to Rome 
Acts 27:1 to 2:31; Romans 1 : 8-15; Philippians 1 : 12-14 
11. December: 16—Paul and His Friends 
Acts 20 : 36-38; Romans 16: 1-4; Philippians 2 : 25-30; Philem. 
1a. December 23.—Paul’s Last Message....2 Timothy 4 : 1-18 
Or, $ 
Christmas Lesson.—The Birth of Jesus......... Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 30.—Review: Paul, the World Christian 
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the animus of the Jews. That Paul did not miss ‘the 
occasion to make a personal appeal for Christ to his 
judges is evident in the case of Felix. and Agrippa, 
but that he was courteous with it all is evident also in 
that he begins his defense before each of them with 
a complimentary reference. All three hearings were 
in Czsarea. There is interesting history connected 
with the fact that this is so. - 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Bad Man’s Chance.—Go thy way for this 
time; and when I have a convenient season, I will call 
thee unto me (Acts 24:25). As we say out here in 
this tall grass section of Pennsylvania, Felix wanted 
to see “how the old cat was going to jump.” The 
next verse says, “He hoped.” Paul’s eloquence could 
give him a chill, but what the politician Felix wanted 
was money. Then as now it took a whole lot 
of money to ride in the high place and keep up 
with the Czsar pace. Felix had one of those great 
opportunities that rarely come to a man, but. he failed 
to grasp it. He eventually lost his job and almost 
his life at the hands of Nero. In the years gone by 
when in some meeting there has come a sinner of 
the Felix sort, and the Spirit of God working through 
the evangelist has caused that man to tremble, and 
that man has gone out unyielding to the emotion, 
something has almost always happened to him. 
Things have begun to go against him. Troubles 
have piled "B. for him. Even death has sometimes 
stepped in. hy so I do not know. Old Felix had 
his chance. New Felix has his chance. Felix is not 
the last man who has had a conscience that was an 
ague, to shake him out of prosperity and happiness 
in spite of Heaven’s call. When you see a man of 
enough prominénce to make the front page, and he 
attacks things religious, stand by and look out for 
something to happen; swing back over the memory 
and check up a little bit. You will find more than 
one “accident” or tragedy. I can name some in my 
own time. How many rejecters of God who are 
in high places do you know who “have passed pier 
number 70,” as Mark Twain said he was doing when 
he came to three score and ten? It is startling when 
you come to dig into the matter. It is indeed most 
ps business to reject God (1 Thess. 4:8; Prov. 
16:7). 


Visions.—Wherefore, O king Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision (26:19). Which 
assertion of Paul’s leads us to remark for the umpty 
oneth time, that nearly all the woes in the world come 
from man’s disobedience to his heavenly vision. Life 
is ever so simple and easygoing if folks will only let 
God order their lives for them. But alas, we are 
so awful smart and self-sufficient. “I loved to choose 
and see my path,” we all can sing with Cardinal New- 
man. (See + Cor. 8:1, 2; Prov. 3:6, 23.) I am 
just reading Mr. Edward W. Bok’s “Twice Thirty.” 
“Twice Thirty” means he has come to sixty years 
of age. Sixty is the old age of youth and the youth 
of old age. You are apt to know a thing or two 
by the time you reach the old age of your youth, and 
so Mr. Bok has discoveréd, as many of the rest of 
us have done who are not great editors, that we 
are all “surrounded by the Spirit of Christ.” From 
this Holy Spirit atmosphere in which we move come 
the guiding visions and voices that sound in our hearts 
sometimes. Mr. Bok tells of one or two in his own 
life in relation to his dead Christian mother. By the 
way, after the publication of “The Americanization 


.of Edward Bok” in which is a picture of his beau- 
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tiful mother, I said to Mr, Bok, “Was that lovely 
mother of yours just a nominal Christian, or whe 
genuine real thing?” “She was the genuine real 
thing,” replied Mr. Bok with emphasis. “If that: is 
so, then change that line in your book where you say, 
‘Edward Bok’s -instinct never failed him’ to ‘Edward 
Bok’s mother’s God never failed him,’” I said. And 
your mother’s God will never fail you. There will 
be heavenly visions all along your pathway in life. 
Many a man knew more than his mother when he 
was a boy, and turned her down for a great hurt. In 
manhood many a man does the same thing with God 
to a great hurt. Happy is the man-who is not dis- 
obedient to the heavenly visions that the ever present 
Holy Spirit gives to the children of men. 


“Chronic” Christians.—Paul, thou art mad; thy 
much learning is turning thee mad (v. 24). “Gone 
crazy on religion” is an expression we often hear. 
What Christian worker has not had to deal with some 
poor soul “away off” on the “unpardonable sin.” But. 
who knows a basket carrier or a Sunday-school work- 
ing Christian ever having such trouble! Some good 
people mount a single phase of Christian faith and 
ride it to death. You ought to see some of the letters 
I get taking me to task for ment.oning. “this” and 
not doing “that.” Got one just now from a man 
finding fault because I do not have my Sunday-schools 
on Saturday. I used to have two good railroad en- 
gineer friends, we will call them Mark and Tommy. 
There was one tenet of Christian faith both believed 
in thoroughly. Tommy, however, was extra-enthu- 
siastic about it and could talk about nothing else. 
Mark was more conservative and tried to calm 
Tommy down a bit. One day at a Bible conference 
at Eaglesmere, Pa., when Mark was trying to quiet 
Tommy down to a normal pace, Tommy cried, “Say, 
Mark, don’t you believe in this thing?” “Yes, 
Tommy,” replied Mark, “I believe in it just as thor- 
oughly and just as lively as you do, but I am not 
chronic on the subject.” A whole lot of most ex- 
cellent Christians get “chronic” on some single part 
of the Christian’ religion and harp on it day and 
night, even though it may have nothing to do with 
the salvation of men from sin, I used,to have a rela- 
tive who was a minister of the Society of Friends. 
He could not preach without somewhere bringing in a 
slap at the “hireling ministry” of the other churches. 
Lay ministry was his hobby upon which he was 
“chronic.” Others are “chronic” on other special 
things that are not essentials for salvation. There is 
no need to mention them. My mail is already large 
enough! Let us all remember we can help the cause 
of Christ best by keeping sane upon all matters relating 
to his kingdom. When I was out at Battle Creek, 
Michigan, I noted in the big church there that Sat- 
urday was the Sunday. But what difference did that 
make in the holding up of Christ before the world 
to draw it? They have worship every day at the 
big sanatorium,—I was there. Real religion of the 
heart never sets anyone crazy. As George Rost used 
to say, “Men go crazy in the head and not in the 
heart.” 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet engisoing the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
,the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
poe oi desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Forgetting the Reckoning.—The judgment to come 
(Acts 24:25). A man goes into an inn, and as 
soon as he sits down he begins to order his wine, 
his dinner, his bed; there is no delicacy in season 
which he forgets to bespeak. He stops at the inn 
for some time. By-and-by the bill is forthcoming, 
and it taxes him by surprise. “I never thought of 
that! —J never thought of that!” “Why,” says the 
landlord, “here is a man who is either a born fool 
or else a knave. What! never thought of the reckon- 
ing—never thought of settling with me!’ After 
this fashion too many live. They eat and drink and 
sin, but they forget the inevitable hereafter, wh 
for all the deeds done in the body the Lord will bring 
us into judgment—From Spurgeon. Sent by W.-R. 
Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


Irrational Unbelief.—The judgment to come (24: 
25). Why do those who deny a hell insist upon cling- 
ing to a belief in a heaven? They rest on a similar 
foundation found in the same Bible and are supported 
by a similar philosophy. They stand or fall together. 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 
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All Alike.—The judgment to come 
(24:25). It was my sad lot to be in the 
Chicago fire. n 
our streets, destroying everything in their 
onward march, I saw the great and the 
honorable, the learned and the wise, flee- 
ing before the fire with the beggar and 
the thief and the harlot. All were alike. 
As the flames swept through the city it 
was like the judgment day. The Mayor, 
nor the mighty men, nor wise men could 
stop these flames. They were all on a 
level then, and many who were worth 
hundreds of thousands were left paupers 
that night. When the day of judgment 
comes there will be no difference. When 
the Deluge came there was no differ- 
ence; Noah’s ark was worth more than 
all the world. The day before it was the 
world’s laughing-stock, and if it had been 
put’ up to auction you could not have 
got anybody to buy it except for fire- 
wood. But the Deluge came, and then it 
was worth more than all the world to- 
gether. And when the day of judgment 
comes Christ will be worth more than all 
this world—more than ten thousand 
worlds.—From Moody. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


Deadly Delay.—When I have a ccn- 
venient season (24:25). At the Howard 
Street Mission; San Francisco, the eve- 
ning before the memorable earthquake, 
a young soldier from the Presidio was 
deeply convicted. The tears streamed 
down his face, but he would not go for- 
ward at the altar call, and to all plead- 
ings he only replied: “I’ll come tomorrow 
night. I promise that I’ll come tomorrow 
night to the mission and give my heart 
to ” There was no “tomorrow 
night” at that mission. Before it camé 
the mission building had been demolished 
and the soldier was never heard from.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 


Why Rivers Are Crooked.—Felix was 
terrified, and answered, Go thy way for 
this time; and when I have a convenient 
season, I will call thee (24:25). Did 
you ever see a river that was as straight 
as an arrow? Probably not. They gen- 
erally wind back and forth from the 
time they gush out of a mountain spring 
or seep out of a lake until they find re- 
pose in the bosom of the great deep. And 
why is it that the river is never straight? 
Let a master of epigram answer and at 
the same time drive home a wholesome 
truth: “A river becomes crooked by fol- 
lowing the line of least resistance! So 
does man!”—From Kind Words. Sent 
by Mrs. A. R. Kennedy, New York City. 

The Wheelbarrow Conscience. — / 
verily thought with myself that I ought 
to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus. of Nasareth (26:9). Most 
people follow their conscience as a man 
follows a wheélbarrow, pushing it be- 
fore him the way he wants it to go.— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto. 


Fear.—Paul, thou art mad 
(26:24). A little child said to her 
mother: “Mamma, please do not make 
me go to church next Sunday.” “Why, 
my darling,” said the mother, “you go 
every Sunday.” “Well, if I do will you 
let me sit between you and Papa?” “Yes, 
indeed.” Sunday came, and they went 
to church as usual, but the little one was 
particular to get between her father and 
mother. Then looking affrightedly around 
she said, “Where is it, Mother, where 
is it?” Her mother said, “Where is 
what, my child!” “Zeal,” said she. 
“Papa was reading from the Bible the 


other. morning, and he said, ‘The zeal of | 


the Lord’s house.has eaten me up.’ Will 
it eat me up, Mamma?” I don’t think 
the child was in any danger, do you? It 
has been a long time since the followers 
of Jesus could boast of one of their num- 
ber who was eaten up by zeal for his de- 
votion to his Master.—From the Watch- 
man-Examiner. Sent by Mrs. A. R. 
Kennedy, New York City. 

Made for the Sky Road.—/ was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision 
(Golden. Text). A little lad listening to 
the mythical story of Pegasus, the winged 
horse, suddenly exclaimed, “Pegasus 
could not travel on the dirt road, Auntie, 


As the flames rolled down , 
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' because he was made for the sky road!” 
Are not all Christians made for the sky 
road? If they are traveling the “dirt 
road,” it must be because they have been 
disobedient to the heavenly vision—From 
Record of Christian Work. . Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y., and 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Prepaid Telegram.—/ was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision 
(Golden Text). A government clerk 
received an unexpected raise in his sal- 
ary. At the close of his day’s work he 
rushed to the telegraph office and sent 
this question to the girl of his choice: 
“Will you marry me?” He prepaid the 
return fee, which permitted ten words. 
His suspense was brief. Back came these 
words: “Yes, gladly, willingly, joyfully, 
delightedly, gratefully, lovingly, yes, yes, 
yes.” What would happen to your life 
and community, if you should iespond to 
the heavenly vision in the.ten words of 
this telegram? Wouldn’t success so far 
as you are concerned be printed in capi- 
tal letters? —From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by the Rev. Guru Mawickam, 
Perambalur, Trichinopoly Dist., S. India. 
Prize illustration. 


we 
* From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our. Father, 
we thank thee for the persuasive faithful- 
ness and straight speaking of Paul in times 
of trial. We thank thee for what we can 
learn from the work of the Holy Spirit 
in his life. May we, wherever we are, 
be as faithful, and as understanding, and as 
tactful as he was, relying as he did upon 
thy power and grace. May we be bold 
to speak the word of truth in winsome 
approach to those whom we would reach. 
Give us a true longing to win others to 
thyself, even when we are in the midst of 
criticism and personal affliction. May we 
not modify the truth to please anyone, 
for in so doing we cannot please thee. We 
ask all this in the name of him who is 
the truth, our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As you read the 
story of Paul before his judges, do you 
notice how his defense seems to be swal- 
lowed up in his tremendous longing to 
win for Christ those who 2re opposed 
to him? Skillful and careful as Paul 
was in his personal defense, he was en- 
abled to make all that lead right up 
to his warm, earnest appeal to King 
Agrippa. Paul had not been “disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision” that came to 
him on the Damascus road. He was not 
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disobedient now to the opportunity that 
came to him to speak earnestly to 
Agrippa, about Agrippa’s own relation 
to Christ. How-many times in the last 
week have you and I disobeyed when 
the Holy Spirit has been prompting us 
to speak to some one about Christ? We 
have thought of all sorts of reasons why 
we could not just then do it. Will it 
be like that with us during this week? 
Is there some one waiting for us to say 
the word? Let us ask God now to pre- 
pare us for every such ee dur- 
ing this coming week. es, this very 
day. Let us pray. 





PAUL WS OBEDIENT 
TO THE LORD'S CALL |} 











ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


OBEDIENT 
“Q pen My Eyes, That I May See.” 
“Be Still” 
“E lijah’s God Still Lives.” 
“D oes Jesus Care?” 
“I f Jesus Goes With Me.” 
“E very Moment He Is Dearer.” 
“N othing Between.’ 
“T rust and Obey.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses,- refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bib'e Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Guide in Truth” (54 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-8, 12-15. 
“Over. All God Reigns” (300 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146 : 1-10. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112 :,1-8. 
“God My Helper” (123: 1, 2,° 4). 
Psalm ‘56 : 1-6, 9-11. 
we e 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 24 to 26. Perhaps the 

only way to teach this lesson to the 
little folks is to give it to them in sim- 
ple story form. They will remember 
about Captain Lysias sending Paul to 
the Roman governor at Czesarea, with 
four hundred and seventy soldiers to keep 
him safe. When the Jews heard where 
Paul was, the high priest and some others 
went to Czsarea, and accused Paul be- 
fore Governor Felix of being a trouble- 
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some mian who had broken the laws of 
the. Jews and of the Romans. Paul ‘told 
the governor that he had not done what 
they had accused him of doing, except 
that he did worship God in a way they 
said was wrong, that he believed all the 
Scriptures, and that he was being tried 
for saying that Jesus rose from the dead. 
Felix understood the Jews, and he knew 
something about the -Christians. ,He 
knew perfectly well that Paul was inno- 
cent, but he would not allow him to go 
free. So Paul was kept safe, and his 
friends were allowed to visit him and 
bring him anything he needed. 

One day Felix sent for Paul, and he 
and his wife Drusilla listened to him 
preach about Jesus. Felix and Drusilla 
were very sinful people, and Paul told 
them the right way to live, and warned 
them of a judgment. Paul’s preaching 
caused the sinful man to tremble, but he 
was not willing to give up his wicked 
ways. Felix hoped that Paul would of- 
fer money for his freedom. But Paul 
was innocent, and would not think of 
buying his. freedom. Felix did not care 
for justice, so he kept Paul in prison two 





‘| many- people, 


years.. When Festus was made governor 
in his place, Paul was left a prisoner, just 
to please the Jews. 

As soon as the new governor went to 
Jerusalem, the Jews told him about Paul, 
asking that he might be brought to Jeru- 
salem. The Jews planned to hide by the 
way and kill him. But Governor Festus 
told them to go to Czsarea and try him 
there. They did, and the governor saw 
at once that Paul was innocent, but he 
also wanted to please the Jews, and asked 
him if he would go to Jérusalem for a 
trial. Paul said he had not wronged 
the Jews, and that if he had done any- 
thing against the government he was 
willing to die for it. But he would go to 
the Roman emperor to be judged. So 
the Jews had to go home without Paul 
again. 

About this time, King Agrippa, one 
of the neighboring rulers, with his sister 
Bernice, came to see Governor Festus. 
The governor told King Agrippa about 
Paul, whom ‘he had to send to Cesar 
although he had no real charge against 
him. ~ King Agrippa said he would like 
to hear. Paul himself, 

_The next day the prisoner was brought . 
before the king, his sister, the governor, 
and all of the principal men of the city. 
When -Paul looked into the faces of 
these sinful people, he wished so much 
that they might be saved. So he told 
‘them the kind of man he had been until 
the day he saw the wonderful vision, 
when the Lord Jesus had spoken to him 
and sent him out to tell the Good News.’ 
Paul said he had not been disobedient 
to,.the heavetily vision, but he had told 
Both Jews and heathen, 
| that they should repent and turn to God. 
It was for this that the Jews tried to kill 
him; “although he had not taught any- 
thing but -what was in the Bible. ' 

The people seem to have paid little 


- attention to -Paul’s earnest message. But 


they all agreed that he might have been 

set free if he had not appealed to Czsar. 
Sing “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 
Curnton, S.-C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Paul’s intentional witnessing. 
2. Paul’s unintentional witnessing. 
3. Your witness-bearing? 


HE somewhat intricate story of 
Paul’s several trials, after his arrest 
in Jerusalem, with the contrasting char- 
acters of his different judges, will prove 
a most interesting story to your girls, 
| if time permits you to trace it thoroughly. 
Luke has recorded it both clearly and 
vividly, with a wealth of lifelike details 
that will enable you to reconstruct its 
scenes with dramatic effect. If your 
girls love good stories, here is one rich 
in power to hold their imaginations. 
But after such an introduction, do not 
fail to draw the contrast between the ef- 





fect of Paul’s deliberate witnessing to 

















Lesson for December 2 
Acts 24:1 to 26: 32 


the facts in his life, his conversion, and 
missionary service, and that unintentional, 
unconscious (to himself) witness of his 
character. Which proved more powerful? 


1. Gather and summarize all Paul said 
as to his actions and his faith; note his 
deliberate attempt each time to convert 
his judge to a like faith; give all the 
weight possible to the effect of his words 
—the actual witness borne by them to 
his hearers. He was accused. of several 
separate things (like his Master before 
him): (1) disturbing the peace, (2) 
being a follower of: the Nazarene, (3) 
profaning the Temple. He definitely de- 
nied the first and third, but proudly ac- 
knowledged the second. He proceeded to 
emphasize his new faith in this Nazarene, 
declaring over and over again how he 
had become his follower, and: how he had 
worked for this new-found Messiah ever 
since his heavenly vision of him. He 
even deliberately tried to convince his 
judges — Felix, Festus, and Agrippa — 
that this Jesus was the expected Messiah, 
and to bring them to open allegiance to 
him. He terrified guilty-hearted Felix 
by his boldness; he amazed Festus that 
he could thus further jeopardize his very 

, life, throwing away his chance to plead 
his own innocence; he wrung a fright- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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ened sneer from the wicked Agrippa, by 
the clarion calls he gave his hearers~to 
accept his Jesus as their Saviour. 

2. But after all, was it not the man 
himself, behind his words and more than 
all of them, who got “under the skin” of 
these judges, turning them into pleaders 
before their prisoner? Imagine the burn- 
ing light in Paul’s face, the utter self- 
forgetfulness he unconsciously displayed 
at each trial, as he put his own case into 


the background. to try to win the surren- | 


der of his judges to his Saviour — almost 
flinging away his own chance for free- 
dom in his consuming desire to win an- 
other soul to his Lord. When it was all 
over, what do you suppose Felix and Fes- 
tus and Agrippa. remembered most 
vividly? What could they never forget? 
Paul’s arguments may have been argued 
away; Paul himself could never be ex- 
plained except by acknowledging the 
power of his Saviour. As he himself 
said, his life had not been lived “insa 
corner,” hidden away from the public 
eye. Agrippa, at least (as a Jew) knew 
what Saul of Tarsus had been, — how 
could he account for Paul the mission- 
ary and follower of Jesus of Nazareth? 
A changed life is unanswerable. 

3. Draw the net close, at last, by forc- 
ing home t6 their hearts this same fact 
concerning the witness-bearing of your 
own girls. Others may out-argue them, 
forget their words, even deny them, but 
the witness of a life in Christ Jesus none 
can deny or forget. 


world, than all they can say. 


Home Study 


Make a list of what you consider the 
most remarkable words of Paul, recorded 
in Acts 22 to 26. 

Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: One big aim. 

Discussion: Show’ how Paul might 
have-used the incidents recorded in the 
text for his own advantage, but instead 
he preached Christ; cite other instances 
to the same effect. 

Objective: To know and to make 
Christ known, 


AY, fellows, of all the interesting | 


facts connected with the sudden rise 
of Charles Lindbergh to his unique posi- 
tion in the world’s eye, there is one out- 
standing fact: the oneness of his aim. 
He seems to have but one desire — and 
that’ an all-consuming one —to promoie 
flying and to make the world -fall in 
love with it. Few men in all the history 
of the world have had better chances to 
turn into selfish profit the advaniage of 
sudden favorable publicity. 
wealth, high social distinctien, official 
honor, the favor of kings”and of nations 
—all these and more have by turn offered 
themselves for his self-gratification; but 
he has steadfastly turned away from 
them in order that he may put every 
ounce of his energy, every power of his 
mind into the secure establishment and 
the enthronement of—daviation. He 
thinks and works and moves as though 
that task were only in its beginnings, 


with a long, long way to go. He acts | 


as though he fears his life will be far 
too short to make the trip he has plan- 
ned; that, although he may live to a 
ripe old age, still he might say at its end, 
like Cecil Rhodes, the great South Af- 
rican developer, “So much to do—and 
so little done!” 

Now, fellows, that’s fine. It is superb! 
And I’m: one of those with my hat off 
to the Flying Colonel. May the Lord 
keep him steadfast, and give to the world 
the example of an unspoiled hero to the 
end. But I want you fellows to look a* 
another hero on a high fevel today. One 
who soared far above the vision of the 
men of his time; and one, whom to get 
a fair look at in these times, it is neces- 
sary that we get some world dust out 
of our eyes. 





Paul had one ever-constant, all-absorb- 
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counts more for their Master, before the 
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Millions of ! 








Are You a Troubled Parent ? 


Do you worry about your children’s spiritual future? Then you 
may need the comfort and guidance of a remarkable series of articles by 
a Christian minister, to appear in The Sunday School Times in the 
coming year, on ‘‘ Your Child’s Inheritance,’’ or ‘‘ God’s Covenant With 
Parents.’’ It is the truth, straight from God’s Word, thgt many parents 
hunger for, and yet it is seldom heard in our churches. 


Our Assurance of Infant Salvation ; 


Suppose a child dies in infancy —what then? May the Christian 
parent have any assurance of the little one’s salvation? Opinion is of no 
value here ; only the Word of God can give assurance. <A remarkable 
series of searching studies is appearing this winter exclusively in the 
Times. President Lewis Sperry Chafer’s article was in last week’s 
issue. Others will be published, from Dr. James M. Gray, President of 
Moody Bible Institute ; Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, Editor of ‘‘OQur Hope”’ ; 
the Rev. William W. Rugh, Vice President and Associate Dean, Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania; Dr. William L. Pettingill, formerly Dean of 
the Philadelphia School of the Rible; and Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


That Farm Mother’s Letters 











‘fo Her Son at College, which made such a profound impression last 


winter, will be resumed in next week’s issue. She is a real farm mother, 
herself a university graduate, and her boy is at a real university today. 
There is nothing imaginary about the situation, as you see when you 
read the letters. They are wholesome, Christian, and wise, never 
preachy or goody-goody, but always convincingly on the right side. 


What Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 


‘* Pentecostalism’’ needs but to be mentioned, to hear sharply con- 
flicting opinions, What attitude shall the true Christian take toward 
such questions as the Baptism of the Spirit, and the emphasis on Pente- 
cost found in various Christian circles? A well-known Bible teacher has 
made a sane, Scriptural study of this vital subject. He examines the 
teachings of Pentecostal leaders, and gives satistying conclusions, from 
the Word of God, which every Christian may well heed. ‘ : 





| Lilias Trotter’s Life and ‘‘Meditations’’ 





One of the best loved missionaries of our generation was Miss 
I. Lilias Trotter, Founder of the Algiers Mission Band, who was called 
to be with the Lord last. August. The Sunday School Times Family 
knew her well, and Philip E. Howard, President of the Times Company, 
has written his personal reminiscences of visits ‘in Miss ‘lrotier’s home 
and Mission in Algiers. Last year Miss ‘l'rotter had written for The 
Sunday School Timesa series of remarkably. beautiful ‘‘ Moment Medita- 
¢ions,’’ out of her own rich fellowship ‘with the Lord. She was an 
exceptional nature student also; some of these cameos of spiritual por- 
traiture show forth God’s hand in nature. Following Mr. Howard’s 
article, in an early issue; a. score of these Meditations from Miss 
Trotter will be published during the winter in The Sunday School Times. 
A Biological Chemist’s Object Lessons 

Children love to watch experiments. So do grown people. A 
Christian woman who is in the Department of Biochemistry in one of 
the medical schools of New. York City, and who believes the Old Book, 
has worked out a series of fascinating chemical experiments that illustrate 
spiritual truth. In each case she shows’ just how to give the object 
lesson, what chemicals are needed, and she has written the ‘* Gist of 
the Message ’’ that interprets each experiment. Some of these unvsual 
object lessons are entitled, ‘* Inside Out’’ ; ‘‘ Yellow Streak’’ ; ‘* Spoiled 
Giving ’’ ; ‘‘That Soft Answer’’; ‘‘ Three and the Bible.’’ This nch 
and novei series will conimence in an early issue of the Times and con- 
tinue. through the winter. 


Will you do orie or more of the following things > 


1. Make sure of receiving all these unusual articles by handing the 
renewal of your Times subscription’ promptly to your club. secretary. 





2. If you are not in a club but are receiving the Times individually, 
why not show this announcement and the one.on page 690 to four friends 
who ought to have the ,Times, and thus save yourself and each of the jour 
50 cents a year, by forming a club of five subscriptions at $1.50 each 
instead of $2 a year. ; 


3. If you have cautious friends who would rather try the Timgs first 
‘for a few weeks, won’t you show them these announcements and tell them 
they can have a Get Acquainted Subscription of Ten Weeks for 25 cents? 
Or you may wish to send the paper by that plan at your own expense, as a 
valued gift, to a number of friends. Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscrip- 


tions will secure some of the above features, but not necessarily all. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 323 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
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Readers Give Their Own 
Opinions of Christian Youth 


The Sunday School Times Company’s 

new weekly periodical for young people 

Here are some of the answers to a questionnaire sent to a 

list of readers. The replies given below are in answer to the 


question, “‘How does Christian Youth help you to prepare the 
leSson ?”’ 


Those under 12 years of age have said— 





“Helps to make it more clear...” 


“Questions [on the lesson] make me think and 
send me to the Bible.” . 


Between the ages of 12 and 16— 


‘‘You are able to tell the lesson, instead of the 
teacher telling it!” 





‘‘Makes it easy to understand.” 


“Helps me get meaning — Connecting lessons 
together.” 


Over_16— Teachers, 
Superintendents, Pastors, Parents 








‘‘Compact and simple manner gives maximum 
help in minimum time.” 


“‘Gives lessons from point of view of teen age.”’ 


“The department ‘Lesson Within the Lesson’ 
great help to my high school people.” 


“Always hits the nail on the head.” 


“TI cut it up and hand it to members of young 
men’s class — week in advance.” 


These are just a few of the answers that present convincing 
evidence of the real help that Christian Youth gives to thousands 
of scholars, teachers, superintendents, and parents. 


Christian Youth is already in use in every state and province 
in North America, and in twelve foreign countries. It is issued 
every week; it is a four-page paper of the same dimensions as 
The Sunday School Times, containing stories, lesson helps, hints 
for simple home studies between Sundays, Bible puzzles, book 
chat, world religious news of general interest, hints on the Chris- 
tian Endeavor (Intermediate and Senior) Topics, etc. 


The above are “sample” answers! Won’t you write for a 
sample copy, and test it for yourself? Or, if you are already a 
subscriber, why not tell some of your friends how others are 
using Christian Youth, and get sample copies for ¢em, or ask 
them to try it for ten weeks at 10 cents? 








Single copies, 
75 cents a year. 
Five or more 
in a package to 
one address, 
52 cents a year. 


Here are the subscription 

rates. And xow is the time 

to subscribe for class or 

school, or for that teen age 

boy or girl to whom you 

would like to send Chris- 
tian Youth. 


Trial subscription, 
rocents for 10 weeks, 
either as single 
copies, or in a 
package in any 
quantity. 








The Sunday School Times Company, 323 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
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ing, all-consuming One Big Aim: To 
enthrone Jesus Christ in the hearts of 
men. No matter what happened to Paul, 
the circumstance would speak te him in 
words like these: “Paul, maybe you can 
use ane to help them know Jesus.” And 
Paul answered: “I think I can. I'll try 
you anyhow.” Whatever the incident, 
favorable or unfavorable, it was capital- 
ized to the.one big end. If it was a 
sorcerer’s attack, it was used to bring 
Sergius Paulus, the deputy, to Christ; 
if it was a poisonous snake bite, it helped 
to win Publius, the chief of the island; 
if it was a shipwreck, that was a fine 
opportunity ; if it was a mob howling for 
his life on the steps of the Tower of 
Antonio, use that; if it was a summons 
before a king and a queen and a gover- 
nor to defend himself from death, forget 
the danger and preach Christ to. the 
powers; if it was a chain binding him 
to a husky Roman guard, win the guard 
for Christ. Fellows, have you ever heard 
of anything to equal it? - 

What is the result of it? There’s no 
way, of more than hinting at it. But we 
know one thing: Paul’s life throbs today 
through millions of other lives — Paul’s 
message, I should say; and that message 
is Christ. Because Paul was willing to 
say, “This one thing I do,” and because 
he could say with all his heart, “I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” 
—because of this one Big Absorbing 
Aim being the dominant force of the 
servant’s life, his Master has become the 
Saviour of -millions and millions. ., 

Fellows, if this thought could catch 
, the imagination and pitch the purpose 

of just one of you fellows ~ just one, in 
all these United States and Canada, or 
iin other countries, or the islands of the 
sea, or anywhere in the world that The 
Sunday School Times penetrates — if just 
One of you fellows would, by the grace of 
Jesus, be made willing to put your all 
into that same great Big Aim, it would 
be worth this whole issue of the Times 
in its many, many thousands of copies 
distributed throughout the world. Aye, 
more than that —for there is no way to 
estimate the possibilities of one single life 
entirely surrendered to the will of God. 
Will you fellows think a moment — each 
one of you for himself? Forget all the 
other fellows. Just ask yourself this 
question: “Can this be_I?” Then ask 
God about it. Of one thing I am very 
sure: you cannot ask too big a thing of 
God, particularly when that thing is for 
the honor and glory of God. . 

Face the biggest, finest task that God 
has ever offered to a human life —to 
make Jesus Christ known to men—and 
say to him: “Here’s my life, Lord— 
my whole life — nothing reserved!” And 
God will make that life a great life. 

GreEENsSBORO, N, C. 


; we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of November 25) 


1. Prayer introduces many of them, and 
references to prayer are found in them. 

2. There is no direct mention of prayer 
in Galatians or Titus, though both begin 
and end with benedictions; otherwise there 
is frequent mention of prayer in every letter 
of Paul’s. 


3. Paul prayed that the Corinthians do 
no evil (2 Cor.«-13:7), that love might 
abound among the Philippians (Phil. 1:9), 
for full knowledge of Christ for the Colos- 
sians (Col. 1:9), for every work of faith 
for the Thessalonians (2 Thess. 1:11), for 
a sick man to be healed (Acts 28:8); for 
- -_ race to be saved (Rom. 10: 1), and 

e like. 


4. The note of praise and thanksgiving is 
never absent from Paul’s recorded prayers, 
even as he bade them offer all prayer, “with 
thanksgiving” (Phil. 4: 6). 

5. See the opening chapters of Romans, 
Corinthians, and Philippians. 


6. Personal. 


7. The father of Publius was healed of 
dysentery (Acts 28:8), the life of all on 
board his ship .was “granted” Paul in the 
complete shipwreck recorded in Acts 27— 
note verses 22 and 23— as well as many 
miracles of grace in human hearts. 

8. His first was “Who art thou, Lord?” 
and “What shall I do?” (Acts 9:5 and 
22:10.)° His last was “To whom be glory 
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for ever and ever. Amen,” and “The Lord 
Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. -Grace be 
with you”. (2°Tim. 4: 18, -22). 

9. He “entered into Rome” -in chains, 
after a long imprisonment, a stormy voyage, 
and a shipwreck, which gave him an oppor- 
tunity to ‘‘bear witness” also on the island 
of Melita. . 


1o. Acts 19: 21. Paul in speaking of his 
last journey to Jerusalem, says, “After that 
I must see Rome.” While he was in the 
Roman castle in Jerusalem, the Lord. said 
to him, “As thou hast testified of me in 
Jerusalem, so must thou. bear witness~ also 
at Rome” (Acts 23: 11); 


11. The Scriptures teach that there is no 
limit to prayer (see Mark 11: 23; John 16: 


23; James 5:16, #7 — and many other like* 


passages). 

12. Faith (Matt. 17: 20). 

13. A surrendered will. (Mark 14: 36); 
a forgiving Caren (Matt. 5:23, 24); per- 
severance (Luke 18:1-8); importunity 
(Luke 11: 5-10). 
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Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 


XII. THe Sponce GAME 


|? WAS a great ride in that snow-white 
chariot. Mr. Low Tide splashed nim- 
bly into the shallow water along the 
shore, his spindly legs working rapidly 
like a toy soldier that is wound up. 
Although the rock pool was covered 
now at high tide, they could hear the 
hoarse calls of Sir Sea Horse and the 
rather shrill tones of Lady Jellyfish as 
they made known their presence and de- 
manded to be taken aboard. ‘“We’ve been 


‘invited, and it is perfectly proper,” said 


Lady Jellyfish, as Mr. Low Tide halted 
the chariot at the edge of the rock pool. 

“How about it, Billy Boy?” asked Mr. 
Low, his eyes twinkling. ; 

“Oh, my, yes! We could never go 
without our beautiful lady,” said Billy 
Boy, who was almost breathless with 
excitement over this great adventure. He 
was hoping down in -his heart that the 
Lady would sit near him where he could 
see her every minute. And then she 
floated up right beside him and shaded 
him with her umbrella. Billy Boy was 
so happy that he became tongue-tied and 
couldn’t speak. 

Sir Sea Horse found a comfortable spot 
for himself and his babies, and once again 
Mr. Low picked up the shafts and started 
on his way. 

There they sat perched up on. the 


rail of the chariot, Squeakums looking ~ 


a bit forlorn because he still had‘ not 
found his sense of direction, then Billy 
Boy wide-eyed and starry, the Lady Jelly- 
fish with her long ribbons waving grace- 
fully behind her, Mr. Fiddler Crab quite 
subdued but altogether contented to be 
one of the party, and Sir Sea Horse 
anxious to get out into the deeper water 
where he would be able to give his babies 
their first lessons in caring for them- 
selves. . : 

As they traveled farther and farther 
from shore, Mr. Low Tide. had to pull 
harder and harder, for you:-know, he was 
pulling out the tide. -A little wave kept 
rolling up back of them. It got bigger 
and bigger until Billy Boy thought. it 
would swallow up the chariot. But al- 
ways they kept just. ahead of it. 

For some distance there wasn’t any- 
thing very interesting to see, just sand 
and water and water and sand. Then, 
suddenly Billy Boy spied a young tree 
he 4 was growing right out of the ocean 


“Whoa, Mr. Low!” he cried, excitedly. 
“Look at that funny tree. I never saw 
one like it before.” 

Mr. Low puffed and wheezed, and 
when he got his breath, he said, “Well, 
I’m mighty glad that we came this way. 
I’m all out of sponges.” 

“Sponges! Where are they?” Billy 
Boy looked all: about him. 

“Growing right there on your tree,” 
said Mr. Low. 

Billy Boy just doubled up with laugh- 
ter. “Sponges — growing! -Oh, oh, how 
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funny! My mother has one on the 
Carrie M, but I never knew that they 
grew on trees.” 











Samples fF 4 ern and catalogue free. 
Pos 


request is sufficient. 


* CHRISTMAS HELPER, Ne, 16, 25 cents 
130 Dril 


Is, Recitations, Songs, etc. 


* A GIFT FOR THE CHRIST CHILD, 25 cents 
A dramatic presentation with few characters. 


* CHRISTMAS SPECIALS, No. 5, 25 cents 


4 special numbers, Pageant, Pantomime, ‘lableau 


and Dramatic Presentation. 


nt, ‘‘ THE LIGHTED HIGHWAY,"* 25c. 


Music, Dialogue, Prox 





Cuter Trip to Toyland, $3.60 the dozen. 


uvenile cantata for week-night. 


THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS, $3.00 the dozen 


A sacred story cantata of easy solos and choruses. 


* These not sent for examination. Others (return- 
able) will be sent if desired. 


SPECIAL. For $1.00 we will send any five of the above 
Hall-Mack Co., 21st. & Arch Sts., Phila., Penna. 
National Music Co,, 238-S. Wabash Ave., Chicago,]ll. 


“This one, Billy Boy, can’t be used 
as a bath sponge. But it will serve me 
nicely.” And Mr. Low proceeded to tear 
off a couple of the sponges that were 
growing on a long stalk of flinty threads. 
“Just take a good look at it. See all 
these holes? They open into canals 
which lead down into empty chambers. 
The sponge draws water into these canals 
through the holes and anything good to 
eat is kept in the chambers and digested, 
while the rest is washed out again.” 

Billy Boy examined the sponge gin- 
gerly. He wasn’t quite sure that he liked 
it, for it had a queer smell, something 
like iodoform. “Look,” he cried, sud- 
denly. “See what's in here!” and a 
tiny crab came bustling out of one of 
the canals. 
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LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 
Dayton, Ohio; New York (70 E. 45th St.); 





Ready for Christmas 


** JOY UNSPEAKABLE,” Cistogeunly Price, 
“STRANGER THAN FicT 
and Saseeseting truths) 
“THE4 A’S vs. THE 5 “AS” (Controversial) soc. 
anson & Eeyar, Publishers, Kingston, Ont. 
“LOVE'S IMMENSITY,”’ Price, $1.50. 
W. P. Blessing Co., 63-E. Adams St., Chicago, Ill. 
ye Times, Philadelphia, ‘ Most in- 


The Ki ing ¢ Business Los Angeles,“‘A veritable feast,”’ 

; P Pp spiritual insight.’’ 
Christ. Life, Cleveland, ‘** No appreciation and inter- 
Dy of the Hebrew nam: 


ION,” (True inci 


terestin, 


fonthiy, Chicago, ‘ 
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By the same author, Bertha Carr- 
23 Mack Street, Kingston, Ont. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
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Chicago (218 S. Wabash Ave.) 
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es of God so adequate. 
m, India, ‘‘ No dry and 


cat Christian, Toronto, “A delightful 
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“Ha! A game of hide-and-seek!” ex- 
claimed Mr. Low. “Mr. Fiddler Crab, 
you have a member of your family for 
company now.” : 

At the sight of the wee crab Mr. Fid- 
dler got very much excited. He waved 
his big claw and worked his eyes up and 
down on their stalks. “I’m just waiting 
for Billy Boy to put the sponge down, 
and then I shall show that smart young 
Aleck of a crab the game of his life.” 

Billy Boy dropped the sponge at once. 
It fell to the floor of the chariot. Then 
what fun they all had. Even Squeakums 
perked up and showed interest. P 

You see, it was like this. That tiny 
crab would scamper in and out of the 
holes in the sponge with Mr. Fiddler 
hot on his heels. after him. But Mr. 
Fiddler was too big to fit in all of the 
holes, and he would get stuck and have 
to work himself out again. Then the tiny 
crab would pop out of another hole, and 
off would go Mr. Fiddler in chase. In 
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STAR s t,text by Verna Whinery, 
t Colfax Tullar, leads to the 
‘a Game . 
™ “Excels in spiritual values and 

. Other important particulars. 


. music by 


An examination copy will be 
to the Pastor, S.S.Sup’t. 
or irman of Program Com, 






and out, and out and in. It was a cir- 
cus to watch: I guess it would have gone 
on forever, but the wave just back of the 
chariot got so big that it began spilling 
into it. 

Mr. Low Tide grabbed the shafts and 
started off so quickly that Billy Boy 
turned a somersault. But he landed on 
Squeakums’ back, and since he knew 
where to keep his balance, he felt secure 
and safe there. 

“No more stops until we get to the 
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pranced through the water. 





$50 to $500 


A dignified and profitable way 
of earning money is open to you 
now by selling the famous Messen- 
ger Scripture Text Calendars. These 
beautiful and useful sacred calen- 
dars sell quickly because they are 
instantly recognized as a welcome 
Christian influence for the home. 
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pub bshes, order 
direct from 





All prices slig ht] 
in Canada.” 


SPECIAL PRICES 
100 , $1700 $30.00 $18.00 
200 to. 82.00 60.00 28. 
250 22 t 40.00 75.00 35. 
300 SL. 45.00 90.00 : 
Messenger Publishing Company 
5932-44 Wentworth Ave., Chicago 


MESSENGER PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5932-44 Wentworth Ave., Chicago 


Enclosed find $——_______for which send me 
> ———Messen; Scriptare Text Calendars. 
Send also your E Sales Plans. 


Name 





Address —_—__. 









30c;4, 
PES 12, $8.00; £6, 
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Billy Boy. snuggled down on the rat’s 
back. “Good,” he whispered to Squeak- 
ums. “I’m getting dreadfully hungry, 
and want some of those party eats!” 


Pert Ampoy, N. J. 
es 
Knowing the Scriptures 
By W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 


AM kere given the opportunity of call- 
ing the reader’s attention to a provision 
for Bible study that is widely needed, but 
the existence of which is little known. 
For over forty years the Scripture Union 
Portions issued by the Children’s Special 
Service Mission (C. S. S. M.) have been 
read daily by hundreds of thousands of 
people in every part of the world. The 
scheme is unique among Bible reading 
schemes in that it follows through whole 
Books, and covers the entire Bible in five 
years. At the invitation of the Mission 
Councii I am now writing an Exposition 
of the Daily Portion. This runs “out at 
about three hundred and fifty words per 
day, the Expositions being issued monthly 
in a booklet of thirty-one pages, five and 
three-quarters by three inches. The aim 
in each exposition is to indicate the his- 
torical setting of the passage, to show 
what is its place in the analysis of the 
_Book in which it occurs, to present its 
primary interpretation, and to make a 
practical application of the whole. Each 
day’s exposition is given a,title-head, and 
a concluding thought. Some idea of the 
comprehensiveness of the scheme may be 


(1928) the following Books are covered: 
II Samuel, John’s Gospel, II Kings, IT 
Corinthians, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Habak- 
kuk, Titus, Philemon, Ezekiel, I John, II 








John, III John, and twenty-three Psalms ; 





Coral Gardens,” shouted Mr. Low, as he_ 


and the next year (1929) takes in I 
Chronicles, I Timothy, II Timothy, Ezra, 
Mark’s Gospel, Zechariah, Nehemiah, 
Acts, Philippians, Luke’s Gospel, Il 
Chronicles, Zephaniah, Revelation, Micah, 
Malachi, and thirty-three Psalms. 

The subscription for the booklets is 
fifty cents a year. This is the time to join 
this World-Wide Bible Class, as it ‘may 
be quite impossible to supply book copies 
of the Notes. At my invitation Russell 
Taylor Smith, M.A., B:D., has consented 
to servé as the agent for these Notes in 
the United States, and all information 
may be obtained from him (please in- 
close a stamped addressed‘ envelope fof 
reply) and subscriptions sent to him at 
2614 West Montgomery Avenue, Phila- 
del phia. 

 § 


. Pamphlets on Tithing 


UT your church on a paying basis! 
Let the time-tested Layman Com- 
y’s Tithing Pamphlets do the work. 
These pamphlets as issued by the Layman 
Company offer every church a most ef- 
fective education. They have. convinced 
people by the thousands. Send sixty 


cents to the Layman Company and you’ 


will receive thirty eight-page pamphlets, 
which can be used for general.circulation; 
three sermons; one account book; two 
short, convincing playlets; ore copy of 


our new textbook, “The: Scriptural |, 


Basis for the Tithe.” 

The church that is carefully, wisely, 
and systematically taught to tithe will 
become a tithing church, frée from finan- 
cial difficulties. Sample package, . sixty 
cents. 

Please mention The Sunday School 
Times; also-give your denomination.— 
The Layman Company, 730 Rush Street, 
Chicago. 


Arousiag. is in College 
|” fe satan of The’ Sunday’ School 
Times who have been for. several 
years deeply interested: in our young 
Atmenian friend, Arousiag Stepanian, 
will be glad to know that she is now at 
the beginning of her course in Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill, -,  -- ; 
Arousiag graduated with a fine record 
from the Friends’ Select School in Phila- 
delphia, and during the two years of her 
experience in that city she lived in the 
Philadelphia School for Christian 
Workers ‘under the generous, fostering 
care of Deaconess Elizabeth James. 
Arousiag is preparing to return to her 
own Armenian people at the .completion 
of her course, and it is her intention to 
become a teacher among them, giving 
them the benefits of her Christian train- 
ing in this country. ‘Her first years of 
schooling in the American School for 
Girls at Scutari, opposite ‘Constaritinople, 
laid an excellent foundation for that 
which she has received since coming to 
this country under the care of The Sun- 
day School Times and its readers. It 
is a privilege to have a share in the edu- 
cation of one who is so eager to be of 
use to her own people in the Near East, 
and The Sunday School’ Times invites 
all who are led to aid.in the support of 
Arousiag Stepanian during her present 
course in Wheaton to send their contri- 


* 689 











He Received | 











a Salary 
Raise Eleven 


Times 


**I want to relate what the 
Lord has done to a family 
since they contribute to the 
cause of the Jewish mission. 
The head of the family, a 
man about 45 years of age, 
has received a raise in salary 
eleven times since they have 
contributed’ to the cause of 
bringing the gospel to the 
Jews, which, of course, is 

_ only secondary to the spirit- 
ual blessings the Lord has 
bestowed upon them.” 
(Name and address in our 
files.) 


You see, it’s this way; the Jews 
are God's property, and you 
can’t touch them for good without 
some blessing sticking, as a con- 
tagion, to you; no less than did 
the poor woman who said, ‘ Let 
me but touch the hem of His 
garment !” 


Do you know of anything more 
directly in the line of God’s bless- 
ing than helping those ‘‘of whom 
as concerning. the. flesh, Christ 
came’? Or, do you know of any 
other people or person concerning 
whom He has said, ‘‘I will bless 
them that bless thee” ? 


Our work merits your confi- 
dence and support. ur efforts 
are directed to the evangelizing 
not only of the 2,000,000 Jews of 
New York, but of the 3,500,000 

ews of America, as well as the 

ews of Europe and Palestine. 
ranches are now maintained in 
heen ag and in Lithuania. 
Your help is always needed and 
appreciated. Our paper, ‘Zhe 
hosen People,” considered by 
many Bible students the most 
helpful paper on Prophecy and 
the Jews in America, is sent 
to contributors. Regular price, 
50c a year or 1oc a copy. May we 
hear from you ? 











American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27: Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y, 

















JOIN 


THE BEREAN BAND 


butions to Mr. Philip. E. Howard, 
Trustee, in care of The Sunday School 
Times Company, 323 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. -The fund is quite 
low at this time, so that any share that 
you may have in supplementing it will be 
especially appreciated. 


for 1929 and learn one veree of the Bible 
every week. 

Active membership (including gyllabus and ces 
tificate) 7 cts., post frec. 

Associates $1.00. 6 members constitute Branch. 
Total subs, 30c. Remit by check, dollar notes, etc., 
to rz BaLpwyn Garpens, Acton, Lonpon, Enc. 

















gathered from the fact that this year | 





By CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D.D., former Moderator 


“OF THEM HE CHOSE TWELVE” : 


Harper's Magazine (Radio Reviews) : “ A straightforward human analysis of the different temperaments end 
ers of the Apostles. He makes them live!” 


Philadelphia Public Ledger: “Rarely has Dr. Macartney written 
with greater charm than in these character studies of the men who 
were sent out to convert the world.” 


Presbyterian : ** Every Bible reader should obtain and read this book.” 











DORRANCE & COMPANY, Inc., 368-473 Drexel Bldg, « + « PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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The Scripture Text 
Calendar for 1929 
is better than ever 


erg ade 





Here are Some of 
the New Features 


No. 1—Weather Forecast giving com- 
plete general weather conditions for each 
month. 


No. 2— Astronomical Conditions and 
their Biblical connection explained for each 
| month. 


No. 3—New Pictures by old masters 


collected at great expense and reproduced 
from the originals in the world’s greatest 


art galleries. 
No. 4—Three Months at = : Chai 
_ on each page! Added to our monthly 


calendar with the big figures and Scripture text for each day are two small 
calendars for the preceding and following months. 


No. 5 —Moon Phases are illustrated on the day they occur. 
No. 6— Descriptive Story written in a beautiful manner just below 
each picture giving you a complete understanding of all subjects used. 


And of course there is also a Scripture quotation for each day, and 
the lesson reference and Golden Text:for each Sunday. 
The pictures by old masters are 
reproduced in full colors 


























You May Have One of 
These Beautiful Calendars 
—Free of Charge 


if you will introduce the Times to four of your friends by means of our 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted Subscription, at 25 cents each. 


Just collect a quarter from each, for the trial subscription, and send 
the four names to us with one dollar (mailed at our risk). 


We will immediately send you the calendar, and will enter the tour 
names on our list for Ten Weeks Subscriptions. 


Please list the names and addresses on é 
an ordinary letter sheet, and send them in | @ = 
with the coupon below. ee 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325.N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlenen: 1 am enclosing one dollar 
for four Ten Weeks Subscriptions to be seat 
to 5 Sy names given on the accompanying 


pores mas ad tray Seiotne Tent Colondar 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 9. How Should a Christian’s Christ- 
mas Be Different? Luke 4:15; 2 Cor. 9: 
15. 

December 16, God’s Christmas Gift to the 
World. Luke 2: 1-16, 

December ‘ 23. -Worshiping Christ in Story 
and Song. Luke 2: 1-14 

December 30. Learning from Experience. 
Eccles. 1 : 16-18; Psa. 37 : 2g. 





Sunday, December 2 


What Is Our “Reasonable Service”? 
(Rom. 12:1, 2.) 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Mon.—Serve with gladness (Psa. 100: 1- 


5). 
Tues.—No limit to Jesus’ service (John 
13 : 1-17). 
Wed.—Paul’s service (Acts 20: 17-35). 
Thurs.—The spirit of service (Mark 10: 
42-45). y 
Fri.—Service in daily life (Eph. 6:6, 7). 
Sat.—Principle of service (Gal. § : 13). 











How much service. should the church ask 
of us? 

Should we distinguish between our own 
time and God’s time? Why? 


HE story is told of a soldier in the 

Civil War, who, when he enlisted, 
took with him his kit of watchmakers’ 
tools. While his company was in camp, 
he did considerable business among his 
fellow soldiers. But one day the order 
came to strike tents and prepare for bat- 
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Advertising Rates 


The Sunday School Times: 90 cents 
per line, $12.60 per inch, each insertion 
(fourteen lines to the inch). Christian 
Youth: ro cents per line, $1.40 per inch, 
each insertion. For detailed information 
address The Religious Press Association, 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadel-’ 


phia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year, 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a e to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth ; 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some ‘ Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 
75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 


and some}, 


The Irish Evangelical 


(A Monthly Magazine) 


Published in defense of the Faith 
and for the spread of Truth. 


Post FREE to any Address for 
One Year for $1.00 
Write Rev. W. J. GRIER 
Evangelical Book Shop 
15 College Sq., East Belfast, Ireland 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 











3000 Workers sua WANTED 
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GEORGE W. NOBLE, PUBLISHER 
Dept. 6M, Monon Bidg., Chicago, iit. 


ACT AS OUR AGENT! 


Earn money either for yourself, or your organization. 
Sell our 2x card assortment o! utiful, stee sogreres 
Christmas pee, lithographed i in bright colors. Costs 
you 80c pet, sot pros Bostage Sells for $1.0 00. To 
see these utifu is to want them.- Send Ose 
for sample box today. 


I, ROBBINS & SON 
203-207 Market St. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WALL TERT sos mete 
Free ! 2s Y Sue’ for a 2-cent oat chee ta el 5x8 moses, F Tee 


pay postage. 
it we will send our plan for Ati 
Bible wall texts (no two alike) so that you can ne 
a profit of $3.05. You should act at once. 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 


1 East 13th Street, New York 
Gn Ses » reer 
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Junrtce| CHRISTMAS 


1928 Sampler 
Now Ready 


SERVICES 
PAGEANTS 
CANTATAS, ete. 


A 64-page Sook yee listing a wealth of 
material. A poe po sent FREE to any 








Pastor, Superintendent or Program Chairman. 
; ° Bex 89 
91 Seventh Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 
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Lesson for December 2 
Acts 24:1 to 26:32 
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, es. PR soap A ay ag a the country: N OLD Chinese adage says that one ‘community proud of its educational facil- 
: _ : picture is better than a thousand ities. Its interior is in perfect keeping 
. NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, 5 E. 48th St., New York.| words. There is no doubt that in the with its lovely exterior. High ceilings, 
> propagation of the Christian faith we can ; broad and tall windows, artistically cur- 
best use both words and pictures. tained to remove the glare, make this 
: There are three types of pictures gen- | seem like a bank instead of a business 
erally used in connection with the church | whose principal product sells for a few 
and Sunday-school — stereopticons, mo- | cents. i 2 
tion pictures, and printed pictures or;, The size.and lavishness of this concern oe cispeuse Uke Tear wane 
photographs. Possibly because the pro- leave no doubt that thousands of Chris- “Libe Graduated 
jected picture involves more aresienat ; tians hae, already tages of ‘the effec- Ca ral Chimes” 
eo it: requires more consideration ore its , tiveness..of using Bible pictures repro- i 
use is adopted. It is better understood | duced from the paintings of world-re- “Liberty Harp No. 149” 
% than the printed picture or photograph. | nowned artists and from photographs of « 
of The fact — a printed picture pd in- | actual scenes. How sgh nae porores 
y : " 7 expensive makes for its speedy use along | impress themselves on the minds of young: 
x Why not give that friend of youts @| with the other methods of picturing the | folks (and older folks, too) can never. ; 
% year's subscription to The Sunday ate "aod baanigant = almost necessary | be measured, but Ni he Sg Ee ac- sted Fr —— 
4 . Lp . or c and schools, where, due to | curate portrayal of the Bible characters ‘ wimnatle uUller;, SN ‘ 
f School Times? Fifty-two times a year | jack of electricity or the impracticability _and their country makes the teachings ist Mf l0l/ 
3 tt will express your thoughtfulness. | of effective Seven projected pic- and lessons much more real than they - 
- ,; nae tures are not possible. — or would be otherwise. 
Fy a! oyder: any spbscrift tad aod 45! Possibly it will help in the realization | If you have overlooked the great values . 
Christmas gifts and will so indicate of the _— een yn ye of bot pron of pictures in your church > Sunday- 
in p : pictures in ristian. work to tell of the | school work, or are in need of any sup- 
‘4 — order, @ beautifu aid illustrated scope of the work of a concern special- | plies or equipment, you will do well to 
Christmas greeting card. will be mailed izing - ged paged gre’ Housed in| write to the advertisers of. this publica- | — 
to the recthient in your name. 690 | * autiful white marble building and set} tion. or to Church Equipment. Service, } - 
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gives subscription. rates in full. sembles a library or public school of a mention The Sunday Schoo! Times. 
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A ‘RARE POSTAGE STAMP 


Protested by the American Association 
for the Advancement of Atheism.’ 


Our readers are familiar with the A. 


projects 
who have faith in God instead of in men. 
For instance, the A. A.A. A. attacked 
by protest the issue of the Valley Forge 
Sesqui-Centennial postage stamp because 
it pictured our first President kneeling in 
prayer. The ican-E.uropean Fellow- 
ship, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
has secured from the Madison Square 
post office in New York City their unsold 
balance of these stamps and is distributing 
them as souvenirs to contributors to their 
Postage Fund. The stamp is interesting 
and valuable as a souvenir, but it has a 
far greater value as an object lesson, by 
which teachers may give thei pupils a 
rare vision of the reverence toward God 
shown by the forefathers of our country. 
A. gift, large or small, to the Postage 
Fund will bring one or more of these 
valuable stamps. A free of “ The 
European Harvest Field” will also be sent 
to every one interested in mission work in 


Russia and the other countries of Europe. 


Address the American- Fellow- 
ship, Room 414A, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City.—A do. 





YOUR BOOKS and? YOUR READING 

IF YOU are interested in knowing the Best Books 
for Christian Homes, pateiems. Uyvodvanl. Bible 

8, Bibles, Good Clean for Grown-Ups 
Children’s — etc., BOOK os copy of 
our new Ua lee ° e 
513 Eastern ar e Rapids, Riche: 


$50 to $500 
Made 


Easily and Pleasantly 


Nearly every home in your church 
and commanity will buy a large 
number of Christmas Cards this 
year. By making it easy for them 
to purchases you can make big 








money. 


Christmas Card Assortment is 

16 coreleny selected, beautifully 
finished Xmas Cards. All are of iatest design, 
and each card has a handsome decorative en- 
velope. There is a wide variety of colors, shapes 


and sizes. 1 


THE Sterling Christmas Card box sells for $x.00 
each, If its cards were ght separately they 
would cost $1.45. By selling only 100 boxes you 
can make $50.00, 


Everyone Benefits 
A-LMost everyone will jump at the chance to 
buy these beautiful cards so conveniently 


and cheegiy. Half of the money collected Lelongs 
to you. any people will buy several boxes. 


Mail Coupon Now 


Don’t delay. Send for a sample box of cards 
now. Show them to your friends, ——, 
associates in Church and Sunday-school work. 
They will be glad to buy and help you. 

_ This concern has been in business 
for 31 years,and has never opera- 
ted under any other name. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


E.G. Werner Sons Co. 


236-242 GRAPE STREET, READING, PA. 
E. G. WERNER SONS COMPANY 
236-242 Grape Street, Reading, Pa. 


_ Lam enclosing 60c. Send mea sample box of 
Sterling Christmas Cards and a full Selling Plan. 


THE Sterlin 
made-up 0! 


i.e ©. ee eee yee e © @ 6 8 6 @ & ae © 
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~ When answering " advertionment please 
mention The Sunday School Tuas. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship | 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Speaking Often Together” About 
the Lord 
WANT to request prayer —real 


ce 

| prayer—that people gossip more 
about the Lord, his Word, and his 
work,” says a reader of the Family Wor- 
ship Department. “I hate to use the 
word ‘gossip,’ but it will best convey my 
idea. In ordinary daily conversation 
there is such a silence on these subjects. 
... The joy of it, and the profit of it, no 
one knows until he gives himself to it in 
the Spirit, as every Christian is privi- 
leged and called to do (Deut. 6:7; -Psa. 
105: 2; Mal. 3:16). This grace is to be 
discovered and developed through prayer, 
familiarity with the Word, and practice. 
Thus it becomes a habit and a spiritual 
ministry.” 





November 26 to December 2 
Mon.—Acts 24: 10-21. Paul before Felix. 


_ Refusing to accept the life and teach- 
ings of their Messiah or the eloquent 
appeals of Peter, Stephen, and now Paul, 
the Jewish nation has lost its place in 
God's purpose and consequently its stand- 
ing in the world. Not men, but the great 
system of Roman law brought Paul and 
the Gospel to Rome—and us. Lysias 
would have scourged Paul; Felix and 
Festus would have released him to the 
Jews. Is it too much to believe that God 


for this very purpose? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Wang 
Jang of Rim, Nigeria, a native missionary 
of the Sudan United Mission, who, owir 
to difficulties and opposition, has left 
the town where he seemed definitely 
led by God to labor; for a little com- 
pany of professing native Christians at 
Vom, that the Lord will revive his Word 
in their hearts; for the children in ‘the 
schools ; for the Mumuye tribe; for funds 
needed to carry on thé work; for new 
missionaries. 


Tues.—Acts 25:1-12. Paul before Festus. 


Paul in his defense denies that he is a 
leader in a new “sect of the Nazarenes,” 
since he worships the same God, uses 
the same Scripturés, and entertains the 
same hope as his accusers. By the same 
token, is it just to call the evangelical de- 
nominations “sects,” which all worship 
the same God, accept the same Bible, and 
hold the same hope? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev, Vincent J. Steffan, and the prison 
Association that he rebresents (804 
Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia); and 
for the blessing of God upon Mr. Stef- 
fan’s visitation of various reformatories 
and penitentiaries and prisons, for con- 
tinuous conversions; for President S. R. 
Boggs and all the officers, and for the 
supply of all needs. 


Wed.—Acts 26 : 19-29, Paul b-fore Agrippa. 


Festus, the nervously active man, gets 
weary of the sermon. He interrupts in 


They will some day stand before the 
Judge of the universé, and they will be 
sorry they did not listen longer and with 
more courteous attention. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. John T. Wilson, a home missionary 
of Tennessee and Arkansas (Livingston, 
Tenn.), laboring in evangelism in the 
mountain districts of northeast and cen- 
tral Tennessee and elsewhere in the 
South, for the supply of all his needs 
and the securing of adequate literature 
im colportage work; pray for all moun- 
tain missionaries. 
Thurs.—Philippiane 4 : 1-7, 
The Spirit of Thanksgiving. 
When Paul taught thanksgiving “in 
everything,” . perhaps he may have 
thought back to his sermons before a 





ordained and perfected the Roman law 


coarse rudeness, Agrippa in polite irony 


many high: officials, and realized that he 
was better off than they, except his bonds. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 
orphanage at Uanchow, China, with its 
148 boys and 44 girls, for the evangel- 
istic efforts of fourteen young men being 
sent forth two by two -from house to 
house, for the 123 converts of last year, 
and for a mighty revival in China, 

Fri.—2 Timothy 2: 1-13. Enduring Hardships. 


We are so prosperous in America that 
it may be difficult for us to obey Paul’s 
injunction here. Sam Blythe, writing in 
The Saturday Evening Post, says that 
“the. average American is so much better 
off than the average Englishman or 
Frenchman or citizen of any other nation, 
that his position ‘as to life and the em- 
ployment and enjoyment of it is on a scale 
vastly higher than that of those outside.” 
Do we not especially need to heed Paul’s 
admonitions here, take up our cross, and 
follow our Lord in sacrificial living and 
giving? 
Prayer Succestions:. Pray for a 
Middle West pastor, and for his church, 
“composed of fowr hundred members 
with not more than ten or fifteen mem- 
bers evidencing any sign of spiritual life, 
and even these very weak.” 
Sat.—Philippians 1 : 12-22. 

Triumphing Over Bonds. 
Paul’s imprisonment and chains adver- 
tised Christ. It was known throughout 
all the -barracks of the Prztorian Guard 
and in all Czsar’s court that this man 
was guilty of no crime, but was im- 
prisoned for Christ’s sake. -Paul’s bonds 
gave us the grand prison Epistles, and 
Bunyan’s bonds gave us “Pilgrim’s Prog- 


(Lesson for December 2) NOVEMBER 17, 1928 


“No-hellers’ around Brads. 





ress.” Satan may imprison the body, but 
he cannot imprison the soul and spirtt of ” 
a real Christian, 

Prayer SuGcesTions: Pray for the 
evangelistic work that the Rev, Lewis A. 
and Viola Jacobson (Keystone, W. Va.) 
have been doing in Virginia and West 
Virginia; pray that their testimony to the 
dshaw Moun- 
tain near the West Virginia line will not 
be soon forgotten, and that God will save 
these people from Universalism; pray 
for all the converts, and for God's pro- 
tection of his evangelists. 


Sun.—Psalm 25:1-6. A Prayer for Guidance. 


David prays that he may not be 
ashamed before his personal enemies; it 
is a prayer that we may pray today. 
Our great enemies are the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil. Failing before. any 
of these, we are certainly shamed, but 
when. the- Lord shows us his way and 
leads us im his truth, we shall indeed have 
the victory over them. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Rev. L. L. Legters and Mr. Addison C. 
Raws as they start on a Bible teaching 
itinerary in the West and the Pacific 
Coast, beginning, in late November, in 
the Church of the Open’ Door in Pitts- 
burgh on their. way out; pray that the 
Lord may use them in @ wonderful way 
in guiding his children into fuller bless- 
ings in the Victorious Life. 


? By the easy, prac- 

Learn Another Man’s Language 'Y.{?¢5°°7: P55 

Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 

sian, Portuguese .p aPanese, Price, 75» Over a mil- 
lion sold. Send for free circul 


THE, PETER REILLY CO. Publishers 














Before you 


Get yourself or some one else 
this superbly beautiful 
AMERICAN STANDARD 


Its Topical Helps section alone will make the 
investment pay you dividends of satisfaction all 
your lifetime. It isthe only Bible of its kind—the 
very one you have always needed for your te: ching, 

our private devotions, your study and a compre- 
feasive understanding of the Holy Word. 

Thiuok of aor topic—turn to the Topical Helps 
section and there find outlines of leading topics 


Exact Size, 
4X x7x1% 





maps 


anteed 


additional. 





king and queen, a Roman governor and 





+ o e' 
This Topical Bi 
Testament Chronology, The Lord’s Prayer; The Beatitudes, The Creed, ~The 
Ten Commandments, Religiows Divisions of the Jews—and Questions and 
answers on what the Bible is, Bible Geography, Old Testament History, New 
Testament History. 


Md eo 
Satisfaction Absolutely Guar- 
Money back for the asking. 
Order at once, for the demand 
this year will be greater than ever, for 
this is the biggest Bible value we have 
been able to offer in many years. 


For 50c Additional 73° "<7. 


venience of a Thumb Index or have any 
desired name stampea in pure gold leaf on 
front cover, indexed with name go cents 


buy a single Christmas Gift 
Topical Bibl 


such as, Bafptiso, Fatth, Envy, Fellowship, Obedi- 
ence, Grace, Hope, Husmiliy, Love, Miracies, 
Preaching, Prayer, Tithing, Self Control, 
Sabbath, Sacrifice, and measly 300 others, 

with the text references to them, and instantly you 
have at your command Scriptural texts, facts, au- 
So and the quick and sure road to Scriptural 
knowledge. 


HE Nelson American Standard Self-Pronounc- 
ing Topical Bible should be in every Christian 
Home and in daily use by every teacher, Com- 

pare the faithful accuracy of its translations with 
all other versions; enjoy the purity of its language; 
line for line, word for word, its value to you who 
study or teach the Word of God, is so apparent that 
you will never again be without this priceless book. 


Every detail of this Chriftmas Gift is perfect. It 
is bound in genuine leather, with a beautiful 
morocco grain. Its superb, thin Bible paper, its red 
under gold edges, its easily readable, black-faced 
minion type, its splendid workmanship, place it in 
a class by itself. 
beautifully printed text: 


M4 ese reall 
32 Full Page Colored [Illustrations 7194245 7" 
color reproductions of great Biblical masterpieces, 
ctures that illume the text, arouse -interest, grip the attention of 
ible students. 


J 

25 Outline Maps, 12 Colored Maps oor ease 
found in a student’s or teacher’s Bible at anywhere 

of this one, and se. poeenason of a Bible containing these valuable 
is a distinct advantage. : 


It-contains, in addition to the 


These are 


fear the price 


also contains a carefully 


Harmony of the Gospels, Green's New 





Delivered 
Anywhere for 


$4Q75 


the great con- 











THE S. S. SCRANTON CO., 82 Plimpton Bidg., HARTFORD, CONN. 




















CONG LIBRARY 


